
President Barack Obama speaks at the National September 11 Memorial Museum, Thursday, May 15, 2014, in New York. The president praised the new Sept. 11 mu¬ 
seum on Thursday as “a sacred place of healing and of hope” that captures both the story and the spirit of heroism and helpfulness that followed the attacks. 

(AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster) 


Obama Dedicates 9/11 Memorial Museum 


PETER BAKER 
STEPHEN FARRELL 
© 2014 New York Times 

NEW YORK - President 


Barack Obama an Thurs¬ 
day dedicated the long- 
awaited museum com¬ 
memorating the attacks 


ot Sept. 11, 2001, with a 
mournful elegy to the vic¬ 
tims, a stirring tribute to the 
heroes and a firm resolve 


to never let terrorists shatter 
the spirit of America. 

“No act of terror con match 
the strength or the charac¬ 


ter of our country,” Obama 
said. 

Continued on page 3 
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Veterans Secretary angered by long waits for patients 


RICHARD A. OPPEL Jr. 
TIMOTHY WILLIAMS 
© 2014 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs Eric Shin- 
seki fold lawmakers Thurs¬ 
day that allegations wait¬ 
ing lists for medical core 
at veterans hospitals had 


been manipulated “makes 
me mad as hell.” 

But he also said that he 
was aware of only isolated 
evidence that faked or 
off-the-books lists were cre¬ 
ated to cloak long delays 
that some veterans have 
faced to see doctors. 
Asked by Sen. Bernard 
Sanders, l-Vt., chairman of 
the Veterans Affairs Com¬ 
mittee, whether depart¬ 
ment employees were 
“quote unquote cooking 
the books,” Shinseki replied 
that he was aware of only 
“a number of isolated cas¬ 
es where there is evidence 
of that." 

“But the fact that there is 
evidence in a couple of 
cases behooves us to take 
a thorough look,” Shinseki 
told the committee. 
Shinseki, a former four-star 
Army general who has 
been the only veterans af¬ 
fairs secretary during the 
Obama administration, 
faced tough questions 
about the waiting-list con¬ 
troversy from senators at a 


hearing Thursday. But he 
declined to say whether 
he would remove any of 
his senior managers over 
the claims. 

The ranking Republican on 
the panel. Sen. Richard M. 
Burr of North Carolina, told 
Shinseki that “VA leoder- 


ELLIOT SPAGAT 
JULIE WATSON 
Associated Press 
SAN MARCOS, California 
(AP) — Calmer winds al¬ 
lowed firefighters to make 
progress on nine fires burn¬ 
ing in the San Diego area 
as one of the most serious 
blazes suddenly roared 
Thursday afternoon burn¬ 
ing close to homes, trig¬ 
gering thousands of new 
evacuation orders. 
Growing flames raced 
along scrubby hillsides 
near the city of San Marcos 
as massive block plumes 
filled the afternoon skies 
after a half-day lull in winds 
that had allowed firefight¬ 
ers to gain ground against 
flames that have scorched 
thousands of acres this 
week. 

Ash laden smoke limited 
visibility to a few feet at 
times in the inland subur¬ 
ban community. 

On one semi-rural street. 


ship either failed to con¬ 
nect the dots, or failed to 
address this ongoing crisis.” 
Sanders, in opening re¬ 
marks before Shinseki’s 
testimony, said the allega¬ 
tions were very serious. But 
he added, “If we are going 
to do our jobs in a proper 


and responsible way, we 
need to get the facts and 
not rush to judgment.” 
“There has been a little bit 
of a rush to judgment," he 
said. The Department of 
Veterans Affairs has been 
criticized for years about 
the long wait times for 
treatment, and for hav¬ 
ing no foolproof system for 
holding hospital admin¬ 
istrators accountable for 
the delays. So last year, the 
department took a step 
intended to strengthen its 
oversight of port of the sys¬ 
tem: It established a goal 
for new patients seeking 
primary core to be seen 
within 14 days of calling 
for an appointment, with 
the date of that request 
logged into a computer file 
so that it could be tracked. 
That policy is one ele¬ 
ment of a controversy over 
whether veterans hospitals 
in Arizona, Colorado, Texas, 
Wyoming and elsewhere 
have used off-the-books 
waiting lists or other artific¬ 
es to hide how long it took 
for veterans to see doctors, 
with delays extending for 
months. 

With new reports of al¬ 


leged waiting-list manipu¬ 
lation emerging almost 
daily, some Republicans in 
Congress have joined the 
American Legion in calling 
for Shinseki to resign. 

A major factor behind long 
waiting periods for care, 
outside experts and de¬ 
partment officials agree, is 
that demand for primary 
care has risen sharply in re¬ 
cent years, fueled not only 
by younger veterans who 
served in Iraq and Afghani¬ 
stan but also by a tide of 
Vietnam-era veterans, 
many with complex health 
problems relating to both 
their age and their military 
service. 

Yet amid that rising de¬ 
mand, the department has 
been unable to maintain 
enough primary care doc¬ 
tors to keep pace in some 
locations. According to the 
department, the number 
of primary care visits in the 
system rose by 50 percent 
during the past three years; 
the number of new nurses 
and other staff members in¬ 
creased a similar amount, 
but the number of full-time 
primary care doctors rose 
by only 9 percent.^ 



Erik Shinseki, the Veterans Affairs secretary, testifies at a Senate hearing in Washington, May 15, 

2014. Responding to allegations that some hospitals were using off-the-books wait lists to hide the 
scope of delays veterans faced, Shinseki acknowledged isolated incidents under investigation 
but denied that the department leadership had evidence of systemic problems. 

(Gabriella Demczuk/The New York Times) 

Flare-up keeps San Diego fire situation tenuous 

five horses wandered ner- Sheriff Biil Gore said the cos area and served as a 

vousiy in a paddock as fire- flare-up prompted more “reminder to everybody 

fighters worked to protect than 13,000 new evacua- just how volatile this can 

nearby homes and barns. tion notices in the San Mar- be.” □ 



A Riverside firefighter covers the face of another firefighter as they work a wildfire Thursday, May 
15, 2014, in Escondido, Calif. One of the nine fires burning in San Diego County suddenly flared 
Thursday afternoon and burned close to homes, trigging thousands of new evacuation orders. 

(AP Photo/Gregory Bull) 
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Obama 


Continued from Front 


Obama spoke to a crowd 
that included family mem¬ 
bers of those slain and oth¬ 
er invited guests in the cav¬ 
ernous underground hall of 
the National September 11 
Memorial Museum. 

“Like the great wall and 
bedrock that embrace us 
today," he added, “noth¬ 
ing can ever break us. 
Nothing can change who 
we are as Americans.” 

The president’s remarks 
highlighted a somber cer¬ 
emony at the new institu¬ 
tion marking the worst for¬ 
eign attack on U.S. soil, one 
that shocked the world 
and ushered in a new era 
of fear, war, determination 
and clashes of values while 
redefining America’s place 
in the world. Surrounded 
by the twisted and graffiti- 
inscribed steel remnants 
of New York’s twin towers, 
the president and the other 
guests vowed never to for¬ 
get. 

Former Mayor Michael R. 
Bloomberg played host 
for the event, joined by 
a plethora of other major 
figures from the region, in¬ 
cluding Govs. Chris Christie 
of New Jersey and Andrew 
Cuomo of New York, Mayor 
Bill de Blasio of New York, 
former Mayor Rudolph 
Giuliani and former Gov. 
George Pataki. 

Outside, flags were at half- 
staff on the memorial plaza, 
where bronze panels bear 
the names of the nearly 
3,000 people who perished 
in New York, Northern Vir¬ 
ginia and Pennsylvania on 
Sept. 11, and in the bomb¬ 
ing of the World Trade Cen¬ 
ter in 1993. 

Inside, the event was held 
in the museum’s Founda¬ 
tion Hall, 70 feet beneath 
ground level, at bedrock, 
with around 700 invited 
guests attending. 

Obama, solemn and quiet, 
used his remarks not to talk 
about the events that fol¬ 
lowed that day, the wars 
he has tried to end and the 
policies he has reshaped 
but continued. Instead, he 
too focused on the victims 
who perished in flames and 
smoke and those who tried 
to save them. 


Dedicates 9/11 Memorial Museum 


“Here we tell their story, so 
that generations yet un¬ 
born will never forget, of 
co-workers who led others 
to safety,” he said. 

He singled out the hero¬ 
ism of a young man with a 
red bandanna who helped 
save people in the south 
tower before it collapsed. 
His identity was long un¬ 
known until months later 
when his mother read an 
article about the mysterious 
savior with the red bandan¬ 


the attacks, said he was in¬ 
vited but could not make 
it because of a scheduling 
conflict. 

Obama’s remarks were 
crisp and short. He was 
given just three minutes 
on the program, although 
he took nine, an unusually 
short speech for a presi¬ 
dent at such a high-profile 
event. But he was not the 
main focus of the day. In 
addition to the political fig¬ 
ures, survivors and relatives 


the presence of their loved 
one, in a very real way," 
she said. 

“I walked with Pat through 
the World Trade Center so 
many times, and I feel like I 
am walking with Pat again. 
It’s a good feeling, a little 
bit sad, but a good feel¬ 
ing.” 

As for Obama, he was a 
state senator in Illinois on 
the day of the attacks. In 
his book, “The Audacity of 
Hope," he recalled hearing 


took from it a mission to 
tackle terrorism around the 
world and protect America 
from any further attack, it 
fell to Obama to inherit the 
wars that followed when he 
took over the Oval Office in 
2009. 

With Michelle Obama, 
Bloomberg and the Clin¬ 
tons, Obama toured the ex¬ 
hibits beforehand, stopping 
to stare at photographs of 
victims mounted on a wall, 
examining a battered New 



President Barack Obama, first iady Michelle Obama, former New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg, former Secretary of State 
Hillary Rodham Clinton, former President Bill Clinton, and Diana Taylor, tour the Memorial Hall at the National September 11 Memo¬ 
rial Museum, Thursday, May 15, 2014, in New York. 

(AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster) 


na and recognized him. He 
was Welles Crowther, 24. 
“He had a big laugh and 
a joy of life and dreams of 
seeing the world,” Obama 
said. “He worked in finance, 
but he had also been a vol¬ 
unteer firefighter. And after 
the planes hit, he put on 
that bandanna and spent 
his final moments saving 
others." 

Joining Obama for a tour 
of the museum before the 
ceremony were former 
President Bill Clinton and 
former Secretary of State 
Hillary Rodham Clinton. A 
spokesman for former Presi¬ 
dent George W. Bush, who 
was in office on the day of 


of victims told their stories 
in videos projected on the 
wall or from the podium - 
including Alison Crowther, 
who was Crowther’s moth¬ 
er, and Ling Young, who 
was among those he saved 
that day. 

Eileen Fagan, whose sister 
Patricia died on the 98th 
floor of the south tower, also 
attended the ceremony. 
Some of her sister’s remains 
have been identified, and 
she chose to leave part 
of them in a specially built 
medical examiner’s reposi¬ 
tory at the site, which is sep¬ 
arated from the museum 
by a wall. 

“Everyone here can feel 


about the first plane hitting 
the tower while listening to 
the radio in a car on the 
way to a legislative hearing 
in Chicago. 

By the time he arrived, the 
second tower had been 
hit and the government of¬ 
fice in Chicago was evacu¬ 
ated. 

“Up and down the streets, 
people gathered, staring 
at the sky and at the Sears 
Tower," he wrote. “Later, in 
my law office, a group of us 
sat motionless as the night¬ 
mare images unfolded 
across the TV screen." 

While he was not seared 
by the experience in the 
same way as Bush, who 


York Fire Department lad¬ 
der truck and passing a 
wall engraved by a Virgil 
quote: “No Day Shall Erase 
You From the Memory of 
Time." 

He called it “a profound 
and moving experience,” 
and he noted that one 
of the items on display 
was a red bandanna that 
once belonged to Welles 
Crowther. 

“And from this day for¬ 
ward," Obama said, “all 
those who come here will 
have a chance to know 
the sacrifice of a young 
man who, like so many, 
gave his life so others might 
live.’’a 
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Fast-food protests spread across US, overseas 



Fast food workers and supporters protest low wages outside a Krispy Kreme store, Thursday, May 
15, 2014, in Atlanta. Calling for higher pay and the right to form a union without retaliation, fast- 
food chain workers in Atlanta protested Thursday as part of a wave of strikes and protests in 150 
cities across the U.S. and 33 additional countries on six continents. 


CANDICE CHOI 
AP Food Industry Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — La¬ 
bor organizers turned up 
the pressure on McDon¬ 
ald's and other tost-food 
chains to raise worker pay 
on Thursday, with plans to 
stage actions in more than 
30 countries. 

The demonstrations build 
on a campaign by unions 
to bring attention to the 
plight ot low-wage workers 
and get the public behind 
the idea ot a $15-an-hour 
wage. 

Industry groups say such 
pay hikes would hurt their 
ability to create jobs and 
note that many ot the par¬ 
ticipants are not workers. 
The protests are being 
backed by the Service Em¬ 
ployees International Union 
and began in New York 
City in late 2012. Since then, 
organizers have steadily 
ramped up actions to keep 
the issue in the spotlight. 

In March, for instance, law¬ 


suits filed in three states 
accused McDonald’s of 
denying breaks and en¬ 
gaging in other practices 
that deprive employees of 
their rightful pay. Workers 
were referred to lawyers 
by union organizers, who 
announced protests over 
“wage theft” the following 
week. 

Organizers say workers 
went on strike in 150 U.S. 
cities on Thursday, includ¬ 
ing 20 at a restaurant in St. 
Louis that had to temporar¬ 
ily close as a result. But turn¬ 
outs have varied and the 
scope of actions planned 
for overseas also differed 
depending on the country. 
In Denmark, McDonald’s 
worker Louise Marie Rant- 
zau said a collective agree¬ 
ment with McDonald's 
in the country prevents 
workers from protesting 
the chain. Rantzau, who 
earns about $21 an hour 
under the agreement, said 
she and others planned to 


demonstrate outside Burg¬ 
er King or other restaurants 
and post photos on social 


media. 

Images on social media 
showed workers demon- 


(AP Photo/David Goldman) 

strafing in places includ¬ 
ing Dublin and Sao Paulo, 
Brazil.□ 
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Judge strikes all Arkansas bans on gay marriage 



Kristin Seaton, center, ot Jacksonviiie, Ark., holds up her marriage license as she leaves the Car- 
roll County Courthouse in Eureka Springs, Ark., with her partner, Jenniter Rambo, lett, ot Fort Smith, 
Ark., in Eureka Springs, Ark. Gay marriages quickly resumed in Arkansas on Thursday atter a state 
judge whose previous order had sown contusion among county clerks expanded his ruling to 
remove all vestiges ot same-sex marriage bans trom the state’s laws. 

(AP Photo/Sarah Bentham) 


“Constitutional violations 
are routinely recognized as 
triggering irreparable harm 
unless they are promptly 
remedied," Piazza Vv'rote. 
The attorney general has 
again turned to the state 
Supreme Court tor help. 
Seventeen other states al¬ 
low gay marriage. Judges 
have struck down bans 
in Idaho, Michigan, Okla¬ 
homa, Texas, Utah and Vir¬ 
ginia. 

But in Idaho, plans for 
same-sex marriages to be¬ 
gin Friday were put on hold 
as the 9th U.S. Circuit Court 
of Appeals considered 
whether the governor and 
attorney general should 
have more time to file an 
appeal a judge’s ruling 
overturning its state ban. 
Arkansas voters had added 


a gay marriage ban to the 
state’s constitution in 2004, 
the same year Ohio voters 
voted to define marriage 
as between one man and 
one woman. Gay marriage 
supporters delivered a pe¬ 
tition with thousands of sig¬ 
natures to Ohio’s attorney 
general Thursday, urging 
him to drop an appeal of a 
federal court decision toss¬ 
ing out the state’s ban on 
same-sex marriages. 
Lawyers for Pennsylvania 
Gov. Tom Corbett said 
Thursday that the state’s 
1996 ban should remain in 
place despite a request by 
a lesbian couple for recog¬ 
nition of their Massachu¬ 
setts marriage. 

In Arkansas, the clerk in 
Pulaski County, which in¬ 
cludes Little Rock. □ 


ANDREW DeMILLO 

CHRISTINA HUYNH 
Associated Press 
LITTLE ROCK, Arkansas (AP) 

— Gay marriages quickly 
resumed in Arkansas on 
Thursday after a state judge 
whose previous order had 
sown confusion among 
county clerks expanded his 
ruling to remove all vestiges 
of same-sex marriage bans 


from the state's laws. 

The Arkansas Supreme 
Court had said Wednes¬ 
day that a law that kept 
clerks from issuing mar¬ 
riage licenses to same-sex 
couples remained on the 
books, despite the ruling 
last week by Pulaski County 
Circuit Judge Chris Piazza 
that declared gay mar¬ 
riage bans unconstitution¬ 


al. 

Piazza revised his order 
Thursday, saying no one in 
the state was harmed by 
the 456 marriage licenses 
issued to same-sex couples 
after his order and until the 
Supreme Court ruled. He 
rejected the state’s request 
to put his decision on hold, 
saying gay couples would 
be harmed by that action. 


$40K in cash found in used couch 


MICHAEL HILL 

Associated Press 

NEW PALTZ, New York (AP) 

— For all the screaming and 
carrying on, their neighbors 
thought they’d won the lot¬ 
tery. But it was a lumpy old 
sofa stuffed with $40,000 in 
cash that had three young 
roommates raising a ruck¬ 
us. 

And here’s the other side 
of the ticket: They returned 
the money to the 91-year- 
old widow whose couch 
had been given away. 

“We just pulled out enve¬ 
lopes and envelopes," said 
Cally Guasti, a social work¬ 
er with Family of Wood- 
stock who shares an apart¬ 
ment with two friends in 
New Paltz, 75 miles (120 ki¬ 
lometers) north of New York 
City. “My mouth was liter¬ 
ally hanging open — ev¬ 
erybody’s was — it was an 
unfathomable amount." 
Guasti told The Associated 


Press on Thursday that she 
and her friends had bought 
the beat-up couch and a 
chair for $55 at a Salvation 
Army thrift shop in March. 
They noticed the arm cush¬ 
ions were weirdly lumpy. 
Then, one night in April, 
one of them, student Re¬ 
ese Werkhoven, of New 
York City, opened a zipper 
on one arm and found an 
envelope. 

It contained $4,000 in bub¬ 
ble-wrapped bills. 

Guasti, Werkhoven and 
roommate Lara Russo 
opened the other arm zip¬ 
per and started mining the 
treasure stashed inside. 
They counted it up: $40,800. 
“We put it all on a bed," 
Guasti said. “We laid it all 
out and started counting. 
And we were screaming. In 
the morning, our neighbors 
were like, ‘We thought you 
won the lottery.”’ 

Later on, Guasti found a 


deposit slip with a woman’s 
name on it. Werkhoven 
called her the next morn¬ 
ing. 

“She said, ‘I have a lot of 
money in that couch and I 
really need it,”’ Guasti said. 
They drove to the home of 
the woman, 

who turned out to be the 
elderly woman. She cried in 
gratitude when they gave 
her the cash she had hid¬ 
den away. 

The woman’s family had 
donated the couch to the 
Salvation Army while she 
was having health prob¬ 
lems. 

Guasti said the three had 
considered the option of 
keeping the money, but 
decided they couldn’t do 
that. 

“At the end of the day, it 
wasn’t ours," Guasti said. “I 
think if any of us had used 
it, it would have felt really 
wrong. ”□ 
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2016 Election: 


Business elite doubts Christie’s prospects 


STEVE PEOPLES 
Associated Press 
LAS VEGAS (AP) — As Chris 
Christie fights to recover 
from scandal, elite Repub¬ 
lican business leaders may 
be close to dismissing him 
as a serious contender for 
U.S. president in 2016. 

They say the New Jersey 
governor may not be able 
to recover from the traffic 
scandal ensnaring his ad¬ 
ministration. 


knowledged they’ve been 
forced to look elsewhere 
for a business-friendly presi¬ 
dential contender. 

Christie, as the popular 
Republican governor of a 
Democratic-leaning state, 
had been considered a 
front-runner in the race 
for his party’s presiden¬ 
tial nomination before the 
bridge scandal broke. 

The party’s conservative 
tea party wing was reluc¬ 


ference. The event drew 
hundreds of financial in¬ 
dustry executives — many 
prominent Republican do¬ 
nors among them — to Las 
Vegas this week. 

Earlier in the day, Christie 
signaled his interest in a 
presidential bid in unusu¬ 
ally strong terms while ap¬ 
pearing at a Washington 
fiscal summit. Asked if he’s 
thinking of running in 2016 
and when he’ll make a de¬ 



New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie answers questions trom Bob Schietfer of CBS News at the 2014 
Fiscai Summit organized by the Peter G. Peterson Foundation in Washington, Wednesday, May 
14, 2014. Lawmakers and poiicy experts discussed America’s iong term debt and economic 
future. (AP Photo) 


State and federal officials 
are investigating an appar¬ 
ent political retribution plot 
within the Christie admin¬ 
istration that caused mas¬ 
sive traffic delays last year 
at the foot of the George 
Washington Bridge, which 
connects New Jersey to 
Manhattan and is one of 
the world’s busiest bridges. 
Christie has fired several 
senior aides and denied di¬ 
rect prior knowledge of the 
incident. 

Discussing his White House 
ambitions in Washington 
on Wednesday, Christie 
dismissed the controversy 
as “a footnote” in his politi¬ 
cal future. 

Shortly afterward. Repub¬ 
lican donors gathered for 
a hedge fund conference 
in Las Vegas shared a de¬ 
cidedly pessimistic view of 
the governor’s presidential 
prospects. Even self-pro- 
claimed Christie fans said 
his political brand probably 
has suffered permanent 
damage, and they ac¬ 


tant to embrace him, but 
he was particularly popular 
among the less ideological 
financial industry execu¬ 
tives who pump tens of mil¬ 
lions of dollars into presi¬ 
dential campaigns every 
four years. But the con¬ 
troversy undermined the 
image Christie had been 
building as a pragmatic 
politician willing to reach 
across party lines. The town 
most affected by the grid¬ 
lock was Fort Lee, whose 
mayor had not endorsed 
Christie for re-election. 
Thomas Norris, chief invest¬ 
ment officer at Michigan- 
based NFI Advisors, com¬ 
pared Christie’s repeated 
denials to those of Presi¬ 
dent Richard Nixon, who 
resigned after years of 
claiming no involvement in 
the 1970s Watergate scan¬ 
dal. 

“Is it enough to tarnish his 
chances? It sure is,” Norris, 
a Republican, said during 
a break at the annual Sky- 
bridge Alternatives con¬ 


cision, Christie said, “Yes, 
and later.” 

By then, Christie said, the 
traffic controversy “will be 
a footnote.” He told re¬ 
porters, “There hasn’t been 
one suggestion that I knew 
anything.” 

Interviews with more than 
a dozen business execu¬ 
tives Wednesday revealed 
that many maintain posi¬ 
tive feelings for the tough- 
talking governor, but most 
have lost confidence in his 
ability to win. 

The bridge controversy is 
“an overwhelming issue 
he can’t overcome,” said 
Rick Rodgers, vice presi¬ 
dent and director of the In¬ 
novest investment firm. 

Lars Soderberg, chief mar¬ 
keting officer at Indepen¬ 
dence Capital Asset Part¬ 
ners, said he was interest¬ 
ed in a prospective Christie 
presidential bid — before 
the scandal, at least. 

“That bridge thing — it may 
be fatal,” Soderberg said. 
“No one will forget.”□ 



American homebuilder 
confidence slips in May 

ALEX VEIGA 
AP Real Estate Writer 

U.S. homebuilders are feeling less confident this month 
in their near-term sales prospects, reflecting doubts 
stirred by a sluggish start to the annual spring home¬ 
selling season. 

Even so, builders are more optimistic that sales will perk 
up later this year. That would bode well for home con¬ 
struction, which slowed early this year as severe winter 
weather dampened sales in many markets. 

The National Association of Home Builders/Wells Fargo 
builder sentiment index released Thursday fell to 45. 
That’s down one point from a revised reading of 46 in 
April and the lowest level in 12 months. 

Readings below 50 indicate that more builders view 
sales conditions as poor rather than good. The overall 
index has been below 50 since February. 

“Builders are waiting for consumers to feel more secure 
about their financial situation,” said David Crowe, the 
NAHB’s chief economist. “Once job growth becomes 
more consistent, consumers will return to the market 
in larger numbers and that will boost builder confi¬ 
dence.” 

Many analysts have been expecting an improving 
economy and job market to lift the housing market, 
which has been recovering the past two years. But 
housing has struggled to maintain momentum. 

The spring home-selling season, which typically sets 
the pattern for residential hiring and building construc¬ 
tion in the ensuing months, got off to a lackluster start 
this year. 

U.S. sales of new homes are running 13 percent below 
last year’s pace. They slowed in March to a seasonally 
adjusted annual rate of 384,000, down from 443,000 
a year earlier. The March figure represents the lowest 
rate since last July, when sales cratered after mort¬ 
gage interest rates spiked. 

Sales of previously occupied U.S. homes also fell in 
March, sliding to a seasonally adjusted annual rate of 
4.59 million, the lowest level since July 2012. 

Several of the nation’s biggest homebuilders have 
said that sales were held back in the first three months 
of the year by the severe winter weather that battered 
much of the U.S. Rising prices and higher mortgage 
interest rates also have deterred some homebuyers, 
particularly first-time buyers. Others have had trouble 
qualifying for mortgages. 

Still, many builders also saw demand accelerating last 
month, stoking expectations that sales will rebound 
this summer. 

That optimism is reflected in the latest NAHB index, 
which is based on responses from 278 builders.Q 




Pete Christman installs a remote control for a fan in a new 
home in Pepper Pike, Ohio. The National Association of 
Home Builders reported a dip in sentiment among U.S. 
builders on Thursday, May 15, 2014. (AP Photo/Tony Dejak) 
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US Financial Front: 

Fewest Americans in 7 years seek unempioyment aid 


C. S. RUGABER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

number of people seeking 
U.S. unemployment ben¬ 
efits fell to the lowest level 
in seven years last week, 
a sign the job market is 
steadily improving. 

Weekly unemployment 
benefit applications 

dropped 24,000 to 297,000, 


ers are cutting fewer 
jobs. Weekly applications 
topped 650,000 in March 
2009, during the Great Re¬ 
cession. 

Fewer people are also 
receiving benefits each 
week. The number of re¬ 
cipients fell to 2.67 million, 
the fewest since Dec. 1, 
2007, when the recession 
began. 


The unemployment rate fell 
to 6.3 percent last month, 
from 6.7 percent. But the 
drop occurred because 
fewer people looked for 
work. The government 
doesn't count people as 
unemployed unless they 
are actively searching. 

The improved hiring may 
help boost economic 
growth for the rest of the 



Davon Tremble, of Detroit, fills out an application at a job fair at the Matrix Center in Detroit. The 
Labor Department reported the number of people who applied for unemployment benefits last 
week on Thursday, May 15, 2014. (AP Photo/The Detroit News, David Coates) 


the Labor Department said 
Thursday. That’s the few¬ 
est since May 12, 2007. The 
four week average, a less 
volatile measure, dipped 
2,000 to 323,250. 
Applications are a proxy 
for layoffs, so the decline 
is evidence that employ¬ 


As applications have de¬ 
clined, hiring has picked 
up. Employers added the 
most jobs in 2 Vi years in 
April. Job gains have av¬ 
eraged 214,000 in the first 
four months of this year, 
up from an average of 
194,000 in 2013. 


year. 

The economy grew just 0.1 
percent at an annual rate 
in the first three months of 
this year, largely because 
cold weather kept con¬ 
sumers away from shop¬ 
ping malls and discour¬ 
aged home and car sales. 


At A Glance: 

How states fared on unemployment claims 


The Associated Press 

The number of people 
seeking U.S. unemploy¬ 
ment benefits fell to the 
lowest level in seven years 
last week, a sign the job 
market is steadily improv¬ 
ing. Applications dropped 
24,000 to 297,000, the few¬ 
est since May 12, 2007, the 
Labor Department said. 
Here are the states with 
the biggest increases and 
decreases in applications. 
The data is for the week 
that ended March 1, one 


week behind the national 
figures: 

States with the biggest 
decreases: 

NEW YORK: Down 20,637, 
due to fewer layoffs in 
transportation and ware¬ 
housing, restaurants, and 
education 

CALIFORNIA: Down 3,713, 
due to fewer layoffs in ser¬ 
vices 

New Jersey: Down 2,565, 
due to fewer layoffs in ho¬ 
tels, restaurants, transpor¬ 
tation and warehousing. 


and retail 

CONNECTICUT: Down 

1,609, no reason given 
MASSACHUSETTS: Down 

1,277, due to fewer layoffs 
in education 

States with the biggest in¬ 
creases: 

PENNSYLVANIA: Up 1,403, 
due to layoffs in con¬ 
struction, restaurants and 
manufacturing 
TEXAS: Up 1,147 due to 
layoffs in manufacturing, 
finance, retail and health 
careQ 


Data released since then 
has suggested that the 
economy actually con¬ 
tracted in the first quarter 
by as much as 0.8 percent, 
analysts say. The govern¬ 
ment will release updated 
figures for the first quarter 
at the end of the month. 


Still, analysts expect the 
economy will rebound in 
the current April-June quar¬ 
ter and grow at a healthy 
pace of about 3.5 percent. 
Consumer and business 
spending and homebuild- 
ing are rebounding from 
the cold weather. □ 
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GM recalls 2.7M more cars; industry on record pace 



This photo shows a key in the ignition switch of a 2005 Chevroiet Cobait in Aiexandria, Va. U.S. 
Generai Motors’ efforts to root out iingering safety probiems across its wide range of cars and 
trucks has produced another big recaii. 

(AP Photo/Moiiy Riiey) 

By the numbers: 

General Motors' recalls 

The Associated Press 

On Thursday, General Motors Co. announced five 
new safety recalls covering 2.7 million vehicles in the 
U.S. Here's a by-the-numbers look at GM’s recalls so 
far this year: 

Number of vehicles GM has recalled in the U.S. this 
year: 11.2 million 
Number of recalls: 24 

Biggest recall: 2.6 million older-model small cars, in¬ 
cluding the Chevrolet Cobalt and Saturn Ion, for de¬ 
fective ignition switches. (2.2 million in the U.S.) 

Smallest recall: 355 Buick, Chevrolet and GMC vehi¬ 
cles from the 2014 model year for a transmission de¬ 
fect that was caught in the pre-production phase. 
Record year for GM recalls: 2004, with 11.8 million ve¬ 
hicles recalled. 

GM recall costs so far this year: $1.5 billion 
Loaner cars provided by the company so far: 52,000 
U.S. industry recalls in 2014: 15.4 million 
Most U.S. recalls after GM in 2014: Toyota, with 2.9 mil¬ 
lion 

Record year for recalls in U.S.: 2004, with 30.8 million 
Sources: The Associated Press, National Highway Traf¬ 
fic Safety Administration, GM 


TOM KRISHER 
AP Auto Writer 
DETROIT (AP) — General 
Motors’ efforts to root out 
lingering safety problems 
across its wide range of 
cars and trucks has pro¬ 
duced another big recall 
— and highlights a sudden 
shift at GM and throughout 
the industry toward issuing 
recalls instead of avoiding 
them. 

The nation’s largest auto¬ 
maker announced a total 
of five recalls covering 2.7 
million vehicles Thursday. 
The biggest involves 2.4 
million midsize cars from 
model years 2004 to 2012 
with brake lights that can 
fail. 

GM acknowledged it 
knew about the brake light 
problem as early as 2008. 
That year it issued what’s 
known as a technical ser¬ 
vice bulletin, but that only 
required dealers to offer to 
fix the problem if the owner 
became aware of it. Such 
bulletins typically cover 
problems an automaker 
considers minor, and avoid 
the larger cost of a recall. 
But a driver’s safety could 
be jeopardized by un¬ 


knowingly operating a car 
with a defective part. 

In announcing the recall, 
GM said the brake light 
problem has been tied to 
13 accidents and 2 injuries. 
GM launched a top-to- 
bottom safety review after 
recalling 2.6 million small 
cars earlier this year for 


faulty ignition switches. GM 
knew about that problem 
for at least a decade, issu¬ 
ing service bulletins years 
before it started to recall 
the cars. The switch prob¬ 
lem, which can unexpect¬ 
edly shut down a car’s 
engine, has been linked to 
at least 13 deaths and has 
prompted multiple investi¬ 
gations, including one by 
the Justice Department. 
“These additional recalls 


underscore how important 
it is to keep the pressure on 
GM to make sure the com¬ 
pany is being as transpar¬ 
ent as possible,” said Sen. 
Clare McCaskill, D-Missouri, 
who heads a Senate sub¬ 
committee looking into 
GM’s handling of the igni¬ 
tion switch problem. 

The recalls could also add 
to scrutiny of federal safety 
regulators, who were criti¬ 
cized for their handling of 


the ignition switch prob¬ 
lem. Documents filed with 
the National Highway Traf¬ 
fic Safety Administration 
show that neither the com¬ 
pany nor the government 
sought a recall to fix the 
brake light issue despite 
1,300 consumer complaints 
and more than 14,000 war¬ 
ranty claims as of February 
of last year. 

The agency said in a state¬ 
ment Thursday that an in¬ 
vestigation it opened into 
the problem last year in¬ 
fluenced GM’s decision to 
recall the cars. 

Jeff Boyer, GM’s newly ap¬ 
pointed safety chief, said 
GM now will recall cars 
as soon as it sees a safety 
problem. The company, he 
said, has added 35 safety 
investigators to its team 
as it sifts through records 
looking for cars that should 
have been recalled earlier. 
“We’re not waiting for war¬ 
ranty trends to develop 
over time,” he said. “GM 
has now recalled more 
than 11 million cars and 
trucks in the U.S. so far this 
year, close to its annual re¬ 
call record of 11.8 million 
set in 2004. 

The auto industry also is 
on track to set a single¬ 
year record for U.S. recalls. 
Companies have recalled 
15.4 million vehicles in a lit¬ 
tle more than four months, 
according to government 
records. The old single-year 
record for recalls is 30.8 mil¬ 
lion vehicles in 2004. Toyo¬ 
ta, Ford, and Chrysler also 
have announced sizeable 
recalls this year. 
Industrywide, automak¬ 
ers are moving faster to fix 
problems than they have 
in the past in a bid to avoid 
bad publicity and record 
fines from governmenf 
agencies. 

“All manufacturers are 
recalibrating their recall 
programs to go from ‘if in 
doubt, don’t recall’ to ‘if in 
doubt, recall,”’ said Clar¬ 
ence Ditlow, executive 
director of the nonprofit 
Center for Auto Safety. 
Earlier this year, the Justice 
Department made Toyota 
pay a $1.2 billion penalty 
and admit to concealing 
problems with unintended 
acceleration in its cars and 
trucks.Q 
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In this photo taken Wednesday, May 14, 2014, Russian President 
Vladimir Putin meets with Orenburg region governor Yuri Berg in 
the Bocharov Ruchei residence in the Black Sea resort of Sochi, 
Russia. Russia will only deliver gas to Ukraine oniy if it pays in 
advance starting from next month. President Vladimir Putin said 
in a letter released Thursday, raising the pressure on the strug¬ 
gling neighbor. 

(AP Photo/Mikhaii Klimentyev) 


VLADIMIR ISACHENKOV 
Associated Press 
MOSCOW (AP) — Russia 
has ratcheted up pressure 
on Ukraine, with President 
Vladimir Putin saying in a 
letter released Thursday 
that it only will deliver gas 
to its struggling neighbor 
next month it it pays in ad¬ 
vance. 

Putin first warned of the 
move in April in a letter to 
European leaders whose 
nations are customers of 
Russian state-controlled 
Gazprom natural gas gi¬ 
ant. He said that Moscow 
would switch to pre-paid 
deliveries if Ukraine, which 
serves as a major conduit 
for Russian gas supplies to 
Europe, failed to start set¬ 
tling its mounting gas debt. 
In the second letter re¬ 
leased by the Kremlin 
Thursday, Putin said that a 
meeting involving Russian, 
Ukrainian and the Europe¬ 
an Union officials has failed 
to settle the issue. 

He said that Ukraine’s gas 
debt to Russia has kept ris¬ 
ing and reached $3.5 bil¬ 
lion, even though Ukraine 
has received $3.2 billion 
bailout from the Interna¬ 


tional Monetary Fund. 
“Given the circumstances, 
the Russian company has 
issued an advance invoice 
for gas deliveries to Ukraine, 
which is completely in ac¬ 
cordance with the con¬ 
tract, and after June 1 gas 
deliveries will be limited to 
the amount prepaid by the 
Ukrainian company,” Putin 
said in the letter. 

The move is part of Rus¬ 
sia's efforts to retain control 
over its struggling neighbor, 
which has been teetering 
on the verge of financial 
collapse and facing a mu¬ 
tiny in the east, where pro- 
Russian separatists seized 
administrative buildings, 
fought government troops 
and declared two regions 
independent following 

Sunday’s referendum. 

In his letter, Putin sought to 
cast the move as a purely 
economic decision, saying 
that Russia is “still open to 
continue consultations and 
work together with Euro¬ 
pean countries in order to 
normalize the situation.” 
“We also hope that the 
European Commission will 
more actively engage in 


Putin: Ukraine must pay cash for gas 


the dialogue in order to my,” he added. discounts canceled fol- 

work out specific and fair Ukraine has said it could lowing the ouster of pro¬ 
solutions that will help sta- start paying off fhe debt if Russian President Viktor 

bilize the Ukrainian econo- Moscow restores the gas Yanukovych.Q 
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Grief and rage swell as Turkey buries their dead 


DESMOND BUTLER 
SUZAN FRASER 
Associated Press 
SOMA, Turkey (AP) — With 
photos of their loved ones 
pinned to their chests and 
chanting the names of lost 
miners, grieving relatives 
laid their dead to rest in 
mass burials Thursday, as 
gravediggers labored to 
make room for scores more 
victims of Turkey's worst 
mining disaster. 

“The love of my life is gone,” 
women wailed loudly, 
swaying and singing impro¬ 
vised laments about the 
departed as bodies were 
lowered, one by one, into 
the freshly dug graves. 
Rescue teams recovered 
another nine victims, raising 
the death toll to 283 from 
Tuesday’s disaster, with at 
least 140 miners believed 
still trapped underground, 
according to government 
figures. Rage blended with 
grief as revulsion over poor 
safety conditions and what 
some perceived as gov¬ 
ernment indifference set 
off protests across Turkey. 
“It’s not an accident, it's 
murder,” read a banner 
waved by trade unionists 
who marched through the 
streets of Istanbul. 

The disaster has stirred up 
new hostility toward Prime 
Minister Recep Tayyip Er- 
dogan’s government and 
thrown his presidential am¬ 
bitions off stride. Blacken¬ 
ing his reputation further, 
Turkish newspapers pub¬ 
lished a photograph Thurs¬ 
day of one of Erdogan's 
aides kicking a protester 
who was being held on the 
ground by armed police. 

At a graveyard in the mining 
town of Soma, where coal 
has been the main industry 
for decades, mourners said 
they spent their whole lives 
fearing a disaster like Tues¬ 
day's, in which an explo¬ 
sion set off a deadly fire just 
as workers were preparing 


for a shift change, trapping 
hundreds underground. No 
miner has been brought 
out alive since before 
dawn Wednesday. 

“The wives of the miners kiss 
their husbands in the morn¬ 
ing. 

When they come back, 
even if they are five minutes 


late, everyone starts call¬ 
ing, said 45-year-old Gulizar 
Donmez, whose husband 
and father are both miners 
and whose neighbor was 
among the victims. “You 
never know what is going 
to happen.” 

Energy Minister Taner Yildiz 
said the search for survivors 
was being hampered by 
a fire that had spread to 
a conveyor system — en¬ 
gulfing a 650-foot (200-me- 
ter) stretch of tunnel — but 
progress was made Thurs¬ 
day toward extinguishing 
it. Rescue operations have 
been suspended several 
times as fire created toxic 
fumes and too-risky condi¬ 
tions for rescuers. 
Emergency crews detect¬ 


ed a drop in carbon mon¬ 
oxide levels “which means 
that the fire has gotten 
smaller,” Yildez said. 
Erdogan, who is expected 
to announce his candida¬ 
cy soon for Turkey’s presi¬ 
dential election in August, 
was greeted by angry pro¬ 
tests during a visit to Soma 


on Wednesday after he re¬ 
ferred to mining accidents 
as “ordinary things” that 
“happen all the time.” 

The Turkish leader was 
forced to take refuge in¬ 
side a supermarket after 
angry crowds shouting 
“Murderer!” and “Thief!” — 
in a reference to alleged 
corruption — clashed with 
police. 

An Erdogan aide, Yusuf 
Yerkel,” was photographed 
kicking a protester being 
pinned to the ground by 
special forces police. 

Yerkel issued a statement 
Thursday expressing regret, 
but also claimed he was 
provoked. “I am sorry that I 
was not able to keep calm 
despite all the provoca¬ 


tions, insults and attacks 
that I was subjected to,” he 
said. 

In contrast, Turkish President 
Abdullah Gul, visiting Soma 
on Thursday, referred to the 
mine explosion as “a huge 
disaster,” adding: “The 
pain is felt by us all.” 

The mood was more re¬ 


strained than during Erdo- 
gan’s visit, though towns¬ 
people angry at what they 
said was the slow rescue 
operation shouted at him, 
demanding that more be 
done to reach possible sur¬ 
vivors. 

Erdogan has made no 
secret of his desire to be¬ 
come Turkey’s first popu¬ 
larly elected president. His 
party swept local elections 
in March despite a corrup¬ 
tion scandal that forced 
him to dismiss four govern¬ 
ment ministers and has also 
implicated him and family 
members. 

Erdogan denies the allega¬ 
tions, saying they are part 
of a plot to bring his gov¬ 
ernment down. □ 


Riots in Vietnam 
leave 1 Chinese 
dead, 141 injured 

CHRIS BRUMMITT 
Associated Press 
HANOI, Vietnam (AP) — A 

1,000-strong mob stormed 
a Taiwanese steel mill in 
Vietnam and hunted down 
Chinese workers, killing one, 
attacking scores more and 
then setting the complex 
alight, Taiwanese and Viet¬ 
namese authorities said 
Thursday, further inflaming 
tensions between Hanoi 
and Beijing as they square 
off against each other in 
the disputed South China 
Sea. It was the first deadly 
incident in a wave of anti- 
China protests triggered by 
Beijing’s deployment of an 
oil rig in the long-disputed 
seas on May 1. Vietnam is 
angrily demanding that 
China remove the rig and 
has sent ships to confront it 
and a flotilla of Chinese es¬ 
cort ships, triggering fears 
of possible conflict. Tai¬ 
wanese companies, many 
of which employ Chinese 
nationals, have borne the 
brunt of the protests and 
violence, which is posing 
a challenge to the authori¬ 
tarian government, which 
prides itself on maintaining 
peace and security. Prime 
Minister Nguyen Tan Dung 
said peaceful protests over 
the last few days were “le¬ 
gitimate,” but that anyone 
involved in violence should 
be punished severely. Ner¬ 
vous Chinese expatriates 
were fleeing by land and 
air. Cambodian immigra¬ 
tion police said 600 Chi¬ 
nese crossed into Cambo¬ 
dia over the land border 
in southern Vietnam on 
Wednesday, and that oth¬ 
ers were arriving Thursday. 
Taiwan’s China Airlines 
was adding two additional 
charter flights from south¬ 
ern Vietnam's Ho Chi Minh 
City, according to Taiwan’s 
Central News Agency.Q 



A soldier prepares a grave for a mine accident victim in Soma, Turkey, Thursday, May 15, 2014. 
An explosion and fire at a coal mine in Soma, some 250 kilometers (155 miles) south of Istanbul, 
killed hundreds of workers, authorities said, in one of the worst mining disasters in Turkish history. 

(AP Photo/Emre Tazegul) 
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Venezuela protests heat up amid opposition rift 


JOSHUA GOODMAN 
LUIS ALONSO LUGO 
Associated Press 
CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 

— Venezuelan security 
forces arrested 105 people 
during a sweep of a busy 
Caracas avenue as pro¬ 
tests against the govern¬ 
ment heated up amid a 
widening split within the 
opposition over whether 
to back possible U.S. sanc¬ 
tions. 

The student-led protest 
Wednesday came a day 
after the opposition froze 
talks with President Nicolas 
Maduro’s socialist govern¬ 
ment, saying dialogue was 
impossible after the arrest 
last week of more than 200 
student protesters who had 
been camping for weeks 
outside the United Nations 
offices and three plazas in 
the capital. 

Many political observers 
believe that by halting the 
talks, moderate opposi¬ 
tion leaders were caving 
to pressure from their own 
radical base, which is fum¬ 
ing following the mass ar¬ 
rests and confusing state¬ 
ments about sanctions by 
the top U.S. diplomat to 
Latin America. 

Roberta Jacobson, assis¬ 
tant secretary of state for 
Western Hemisphere affair, 
testified last week in the 
Senate that some members 
of Venezuela’s opposition 
ore urging the White House 
to keep on ice a proposal 
to ban visas and seize the 
assets of Venezuelan of¬ 
ficials who've committed 
human rights abuses dur¬ 
ing the past three months 
of unrest. Legislation to that 
end last week cleared a 
House committee with bi¬ 
partisan support, 
in a fiery exchange with 
Florida Republican Marco 
Rubio, Jacobson said the 
restraint is needed so as 
not to endanger the out¬ 
come of the talks and that 
opposition politicians at 
the negotiating table had 
explicitly asked the State 
Department for more time 


before imposing any sanc¬ 
tions. 

On Wednesday, Jacobson 
retracted her comment, 
telling reporters in Washing¬ 
ton that she misspoke and 
that nobody participating 
in the dialogue had made 
such a request. 

But her comments became 
a political hot potato for 
the opposition, with Ramon 
Guillermo Aveledo, the 
mild-spoken head of the 
Democratic Unity alliance, 
denying any such plea 
was mode. Meanwhile, 
students and hardliners 
boycotting the talks seized 
on Jacobson’s comments, 
and Aveledo’s failure to 
call for sanctions, as proof 
of betrayal. 

Divisions within the opposi¬ 
tion hod been apparent 
for some time, with moder¬ 
ates objecting to the tim¬ 
ing of street protests in Feb¬ 
ruary just two months after 
the government prevailed 
in mayoral elections. 

Key to the strategy of hard¬ 
line groups looking to force 
Maduro’s resignation is ral¬ 
lying international opinion 
against his government. 
But in contrast to the U.S., 
condemnation has been 
slow to materialize among 
governments in Latin Amer¬ 
ica. Moderate leaders sup¬ 
ported talks with the gov¬ 
ernment. 

“There’s a clear division 
in the opposition about 
whether you play the 
game of politics or seek 
international intervention," 
David Smilde, an analyst 
for the Washington Office 
on Latin America, said in 
on interview from Caracas. 
Some members of the op¬ 
position acknowledge 
that sanctions would be 
counterproductive, possi¬ 
bly setting up the Obama 
administration to be 
blamed for Venezuela’s 
economic troubles much 
as the U.S.’s half-century 
embargo against Cuba is 
used to bolster support for 
that country’s communist 
government.Q 



Bolivarian National Guardsmen struggle with several women that try to stop the arrest ot a dem¬ 
onstrator during clashes at an anti-government protest in Caracas, Venezuela, Wednesday, May 
14, 2014. Members ot Venezuela’s opposition said Tuesday they may pull out of crisis negotiations 
with the government over what they consider an unjustified crackdown on recent protests. 

(AP Photo/Fernando Llano) 
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TELL & BRING YOUR FRIENDS 

TRANSPORTATION EASY CONSTANT PUBLIC BUSSES - TAXI’S - TOUR BUSSES OR WITH YOUR OWN CAR. 

l!all;73«MM/!iSit-?IIIH 


SOMETHING TO SELL? 

WE HAVE TENT & TABLE FOR YOU 



OPEN 

SATURDAY & 
SUNDAY 

from Sam - 6pm. 

Stay a few hours. 
TAKE EXTRA CASH 


Eurozone economy grows more slowly than expected 



An employee of Freudenberg Group, a manufacturer other machinery seals and other sophisti¬ 
cated products, operates a machine in a factory in Weinheim, Germany, May 14,2014. Like many 
German firms, Freudenberg weathered the 2008 economic crisis well, and Germany as a whole is 
one of the only euro zone countries to fully bounce back from the crisis. 

(Ben Kilb/The New York Times) 


DAVID JOLLY 
© 2014 New York Times 
PARIS - The European 
economy maintained its 
feeble overall growth in 
the first three months of the 
year, official data showed 
Thursday, as relatively 
strong performances by 
Germany and Britain were 
offset by continued weak¬ 
ness in France and a step 
backward by Italy. 

Gross domestic product in 
the 18 nations that share 
the euro currency rose 0.2 
percent from an identi¬ 
cal increase in the previ¬ 
ous quarter, which trans¬ 
lates to an annual growth 
rate of 0.8 percent, Euro¬ 
stat, the union’s statistics 
agency, reported from 
Luxembourg. For the over¬ 
all 28-member union, GDP 
grew 0.3 percent, for an 
annualized rate of 1.3 per¬ 
cent. 

Germany's economy grew 
at a relatively robust 0.8 
percent from the previous 
quarter, once again driv¬ 
ing the eurozone forward; 
Britain, which is not a mem¬ 
ber of the single currency 
bloc, also grew 0.8 per¬ 
cent. But the French econ¬ 


omy stagnated, and Italy's 
declined 0.1 percent. That 
was a reversal for the Ital¬ 
ian economy, which in the 
previous quarter had reg¬ 
istered growth of 0.1 per¬ 
cent. 

The eurozone's quarterly 
growth was only half the 


0.4 percent that econo¬ 
mists had been anticipat¬ 
ing. 

“There was a huge diver¬ 
gence between the re¬ 
gion’s economies,’’ Jenni¬ 
fer McKeown, an econo¬ 
mist in London with Capi¬ 
tol Economics, wrote in o 
research note. But even 
the German growth figure 
was slightly misleading, she 
wrote, os it reflected o re¬ 
bound from on earlier pe¬ 
riod when poor weather 
depressed output. 

The current pace of growth 
in Europe “will do little to 
erode spore capacity or 
reduce deflation risks,” she 
added. While the initial 
estimate Thursday is sub¬ 
ject to revision, it does put 
Europe’s pace of growth 
ahead of the United States 
for the first time in several 
years. The U.S. economy 
was slowed by unusually 
cold, wintry weather, and 
grew at on annual rote 
of just 0.1 percent in the 
Jonuory-Morch period, the 


Commerce Department 
reported April 30; many 
economists expect the fig¬ 
ure for the United States to 
be revised in the months 
ahead to show o decline. 
Japan, where the gov¬ 
ernment of Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe has bet that o 
vigorous program of mone¬ 
tary expansion and reform 
will restart the economy, 
on Thursday reported that 
first-quarter GDP growth 
rose 5.9 percent at on an¬ 
nualized rote. A surge in 
consumer spending before 
o rise in soles taxes contrib¬ 
uted to the gain. 

Financial markets greeted 
the news tranquilly, with 
the euro down slightly at 
$1.3658 and major Euro¬ 
pean stock indexes little 
changed. 

The Eurostat data showed 
that the economies of Italy, 
the Netherlands, Portugal 
and Estonia oil contracted 
again otter growing slightly 
in the final three months of 
lost year. 


Eurostat also reported final 
April inflation data for the 
eurozone, showing con¬ 
sumer prices rising just 0.7 
percent from o year ear¬ 
lier, ticking up marginally 
from March’s rote of 0.5 
percent. 

The combination of low 
inflation - “lowflotion,” os 
some analysts coll it - and 
weak growth has raised 
concerns that the euro 
bloc could tip into outright 
deflation, further enfee¬ 
bling the economy and 
increasing the stress on 
struggling borrowers and 
lenders. 

The data released Thurs¬ 
day confirmed that six na¬ 
tions - Greece, Bulgaria, 
Cyprus, Flungory, Slovakia 
and Portugal - were experi¬ 
encing declining prices. 
Corsten Brzeski, on econo¬ 
mist at ING in Brussels, said 
the data on growth and 
inflation would complicate 
life for the European Cen¬ 
tral Bonk, which probably 
“would not be unhappy 
with some downward revi¬ 
sions to growth and infla¬ 
tion” os o means of justify¬ 
ing more aggressive mon¬ 
etary policy. 

The president of the central 
bonk, Mario Droghi, has 
“put the ECB into o corner 
from which it will be very 
hard to escape without 
new action,” Brzeski said. 
Without signs of o solid im¬ 
provement in growth and 
inflation, which would be 
“o rather unlikely scenar¬ 
io,” Brzeski said, the central 
bonk at its policy meeting 
next month would almost 
certainly hove to take steps 
to stimulate the economy. 
With the European Central 
Bank’s key interest rotes al¬ 
ready very low, there is not 
much scope left to employ 
rote cuts, the traditional 
monetary tool for bolster¬ 
ing growth and raising 
prices.Q 
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Divi Resorts Organizes Fun Mother’s Day Celebration 




EAGLE BEACH - Divi Resorts 
organized a wonderful 
Mother’s Day Bingo for all 
the Divi Mothers on May 
8th at the Alhambra Ball¬ 
room. 

All the mothers were very 
pleased with the wonderful 
Bingo Cash Prizes, Week¬ 
end Stays, Dinner For Two’s 


and much more. 

There was also great enter¬ 
tainment for the Divi Moth¬ 
ers with a fun clown who 
entertained the mothers 
during the afternoon. 

The Mariachi Band: Perla di 
Aruba also serenaded all 
the mothers with their won¬ 
derful Mariachi music. 


There were some great 
prizes which were also 
raffled during the Bingo 
games where all mothers 
had a chance to win some 
great prizes. 

Divi Resorts also elected it’s 
Mother of the Year which 
was: Shirley Lobo from the 
Divi Village F&B Depart¬ 




ment. 

For being elected as 
Mother of the Year, Shirley 
received a beautiful Bou¬ 
quet, Crown, Weekend 
Stay and a Dinner for Two 


at the La Cabana Resort. 
Divi Resorts truly hopes 
that all the mothers en¬ 
joyed their bingo and that 
they also had a wonderful 
Mother’s Day on SundaylQ 









































FRIDAY 16 MAY 


^IIILOCAL 




BL^SS^MS^ 


Lunch & Dinner 

Located! in the lower 
lobby of the hotel. 
Please use side entrance 


Japanese and Chinese^ kc^laurajil 


in parking lot. 


J.E. Irausquin Boulevard. 77r [ex^Westin Hotelf Tel: 586-3388. 


EQ3 chosen as Interior Decorator for the Isla Bonita Residences 



ORANJESTAD - Popular fur¬ 
niture outlet EQ3 has been 
chosen as the Interior Dec¬ 
orator for the Isla Bonita 
Residences! 

Besides the kitchens, the 
entire villas will be deco¬ 


rated with furniture exclu¬ 
sively chosen and provided 
by one of the best furniture 
stores Aruba has to offer - 
EQ3. 

The villas will look modern 
and tropical - exactly like 


visitors expect an island 
hideaway to be. 

Pass by EQ3 Schotland- 
straat 45, to get inspired by 
new ideas for your dream 
homelQ 
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“Ladies of Harley Ride” set for this weekend! 



ORANJESTAD - Last Satur¬ 
day during the inscription 
tor the “Ladies of Harley 
Ride” which will take place 
this Saturday night and Sun¬ 
day, the ladies could have 
their precious bikes washed 
for only $6 by a group of 
‘Hunks”. 

Inscription is still possible at 
Big Twin: for only 20$ you 
will receive a t-shirt, pin, 
drinks and food for the Sun¬ 
day ride. 

These two bike rides that 
will take this weekend are 
dedicated to all ladies rid¬ 
ing Harleys, especially since 


Harley Davidson Interna¬ 
tional adopted the month 
of May as “Women's riders' 
month”. 

In 2009 they organized the 
first “Ladies of Harley Ride” 
which was exclusively for 
women and this became a 
yearly event. 

Aruba introduced its Aru¬ 
ban version of the “all 
women ride” a year later 
and this 5th parade on 
bikes will be getting lots of 
attention from locals and 
tourists all over the island. 
No way can you miss this. 
Have your cameras ready! 


As a tribute to the ladies of to join the ladies on their to join, just remember to 
Harley, an invitation goes special ride. All bikes, trikes wear your helmet and your 
out to all the male riders and quads are welcome sunscreeniQ 




• Rentals & Tours 


- AtuiiaT-&tiim& Collectibles 


• Genuine Moior Pans & Accessories® 


L.G. Smith Blvd. # t06 - OTafije^tadp Aruba 

T«l: (197) 582-S«0 

WWW. harj«v^avldaon-ary ba .com 


Still getting burned by the sun? 

It could be your sunscreen ■ 
doesn’t fully protect wet skin 


The first line of sunscreen designed 
to be applied directly to wet skin. 

Being at the pool, beach or in humid climates can make 
appiying sunscreen difficult since ordinary protection drips 
and whitens under wet conditions. Neutrogena® Wet Skin 
with helioplex® technology is specially formulated to be 
applied to wet skin. 




Use as directed. Spray liberally and rub in. 


Guaranteed full strength protection. 

Broad spectrum UVA/UVB protection 
Works on wet or dry skin 
Instantly cuts through water 
No dripping or whitening 
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SPECIAL for Locals Chicken Wings for $8.00 only. 
12oz. DRAFT BEER for $5.00 

Saturday May 17th, 2014 starting at 12 PM 

Featuring Fiat.'S.Gre.gn^'. & 



BARCELONA 




Debit Machine 
Now Available!! 


ATLETICO MADRID 


CHAMPIONS IS LOCATED AT MARRIOTT'S ARUBA OCEAN CLUB | EXT. 6985 



Bugaloe Guests of the Week: 


Jeff 8t Tonda Hiestand 
from West Virginia! 


PALM BEACH - Have you 
already heard of the re¬ 
laxing beach bar & grill 
Bugaloe, and their spe¬ 
cial guests of the week? 
This week Jeff and Ton¬ 
da Hiestand found their 
way bock to the Palm 
Pier Bar between Riu 
and Radisson hotel. They 
have been finding their 
way to Bugaloefor over 
6 years now! Jeff and 
Tonda love coming to 
Aruba, and have made 
it their annual relaxation 
trip down from West Vir¬ 
ginia, U.S. Why wouldn’t 
they? They love the 


beautiful beaches Aru¬ 
ba has to offer, next to 
the friendly people and 
exquisite restaurants. 
Jeff and Tonda discov¬ 
ered Bugaloe the first 
year they visited Aruba, 
and just fell in love with 
the whole atmosphere, 
the fun staff and deli¬ 
cious food. And by food 
we mean their favorite 
menu items: Hot Dogs 
with Bugaloe fries. Just 
perfect alongside an 
ice cold Corona. When 
they are not at Buga¬ 
loe, they love enjoying 
the Aruban weather by 


laying on the beach 
and getting that beauti¬ 
ful sun kissed tan! When 
asked what their funni¬ 
est memories of Buga¬ 
loe were, they both re¬ 
sponded: ‘that time JC 
was standing on a milk 
crate to ‘look’ taller! Oh, 
and the stories of Martin 
falling down constantly, 
of course! The Buga¬ 
loe Crew would like to 
thank Jeff and Tonda 
for being such loving 
and loyal guests and 
hope to welcome them 
back for many years to 
comeO 


Hie Blue 
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tis and 
receive a FREE 
bottfe of house wine 
PER TABLE 

Vaffd iWtfr min 2 mindishes 


SUNDAY 
0FF«, 

main dishes 


11 AM‘ 11 PM 


LUNCH 
OFF OR 

main dishes 


11 AM- 4 PM 


Palm Beach 164 A Hoard, Aruba 
Lunch: 1!:(K)*4;00pm. Dinner: S:00 * 11:00pm 
4 Tel.; (297] 586 E mail: inh)@ariibabluelob(tef.com 
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Jamaica seeks solution to 
power stealing problem 


KINGSTON, Jamaica (AP) 

— Jamaica’s government 
said Wednesday it will form 
a committee with the local 
power company to seek 
solutions to the widespread 
theft of electricity. 

The joint committee was 
announced a day after 
political leaders expressed 
anger about the com¬ 
pany’s decision to slash 
the number ot hours that 
power is provided to entire 
communities where elec¬ 
tricity theft is rampant. 
Prime Minister Portia Simp¬ 
son Miller, who met with 
representatives of the Ja¬ 
maica Public Service Co. 
on Wednesday, said the 
company has to find a way 
to deal with illegal connec¬ 
tions without punishing cus¬ 
tomers who pay their bills. 
“Legitimate customers 
cannot be forced to set¬ 


ter for those who break the 
law," she said in a state¬ 
ment. 

According to Simpson 
Miller, company officials 
expressed regret at not let¬ 
ting the government know 
about its plans to cut pow¬ 
er to several communities. 
Senior utility official Gary 
Barrow has said the com¬ 
pany was forced to cut 
hours that power is pro¬ 
vided to neighborhoods 
where more than 70 per¬ 
cent of it is pilfered. He said 
the company has “tried 
everything" else to reduce 
theft. 

But politicians said they be¬ 
lieved the move violated 
the company’s license. 
The government has a 20 
percent stake in the Ja¬ 
maica Public Service Co., 
the sole power distributor 
on the island. □ 
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Ex-NFL Star 
charged in 2 
more shooting 
deaths 


ON TARGET 


BOB SALSBERG 
PAIGE SUTHERLAND 
Associated Press 
BOSTON (AP) — Former NFL 
star Aaron Hernandez am¬ 
bushed and gunned down 
two men otter a chance 
encounter inside a night¬ 
club nearly two years ago, 
prosecutors said Thurs¬ 
day in an indictment that 
places the gun in his hands 
weeks betore he signed a 
five-year, $40 million con¬ 
tract. Hernandez was al¬ 
ready jailed in connection 
with a man's 2013 shooting 
death and was indicted 
anew on two counts ot first- 
degree murder and other 
charges in connection 
with the July 2012 killings ot 
Daniel de Abreu and Safiro 
Furtado. A third man was 
wounded in that attack. 
The arrest ot Hernandez 
on a murder charge last 
year stunned the Ameri¬ 
can sports world. Hernan¬ 
dez earned big money in 
his brief buf promising ca¬ 
reer as a sfar for fhe Bosfon 
area’s Patriots, one of the 
most successful teams in 
recent years in the Nation¬ 
al Football League, by tar 
the most popular pro sports 
league in the U.S. 
Hernandez has pleaded 
not guilty in the killing last 
year ot semi-pro tootball 
player Odin Lloyd, whose 
body was tound in an in¬ 
dustrial area near Hernan¬ 
dez’s home in Massachu¬ 
setts. He was released by 
the Patriots last summer af¬ 
ter being arrested in Lloyd’s 
death, and his attorneys 
said he looks torward to 
proving his innocence ot 
the new charges. 

Suffolk District Attorney 
Daniel Conley would not 
say whether prosecutors 
suspected a link between 
the two cases beyond their 
accusations ot Hernan¬ 
dez’s involvement. 
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Continued on Next Page 


Boston Red Sox designated hitter David Ortiz reacts atter his soio home run oft Minnesota Twins starting pitcher Kevin Correia 
during the third inning of a basebaii game in Minneapoiis, Wednesday, May 14, 2014. Associated Press 
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Hanson leads Byron Nelson, 1 ahead of Duval 



Peter Hanson of Sweden hits off of the 18th fairway during 
the opening round of the Byron Neison Championship goif 
tournament, Thursday, May 15, 2014, in irving, Texas. Hanson 
finished the round at 5-under par. Associated Press 


STEPHEN HAWKINS 
AP Sports Writer 
IRVING, Texas (AP) — Pe¬ 
ter Hanson made his only 
bock-nine birdie with a 
6-foot putt at the 18th hole 
Thursday, closing out a 
5-under 65 for o one-stroke 
lead over David Duval and 
two others otter the first 
round of the Byron Nelson 
Championship. 

Duval, ranked 890th in the 
world 15 years otter being 
No. 1, birdied his last three 
holes — Nos. 7-9 — otter 
pitching in from 57 feet for 
another birdie at the fifth 
hole. 

More Leishmon and Tim 
Wilkinson matched Duval 
at 66. 

The 42-year-old Duval al¬ 
most withdrew before the 
round because of o mus¬ 
cle issue in his right elbow 
that made it painful to 
hit bolls and practice this 
week. About o half-hour 
before teeing off, he still 
wasn’t sure that he was 
going to ploy because his 
arm was hurting again. 
‘Tm just glad I chose to 
tee off today, because I 
was seriously considering 
not,” Duval said. 

Martin Kaymer, The Play¬ 
ers Championship winner 
Sunday, was among eight 
players at 67. 


Hanson mode the turn 
at 5 under after shooting 
30 on the front side. The 
Swede couldn’t keep up 
the pace on the back nine 
at TPC Four Seasons that 
he hadn’t played before 
Thursday because of travel 


issues and o sore bock. 

All six of Hanson’s birdie 
putts were inside 10 feet. 
While Hanson, Duval and 
Wilkinson played after¬ 
noon rounds, Leishmon 
was in one of the first 
groups out in the morning. 


He hod o top-in birdie putt 
at the par-3 second hole. 
Leishmon’s only bogey, at 
the 431-yard fourth hole 
after missing the green, 
was sandwiched by o pair 
of birdies. The Australian hit 
13 of 14 fairways and 16 
of 18 greens in regulation 
in o round he described 
os "fairly stress-free for the 
most port.” 

It was Leishmon’s best¬ 
scoring round since on 
opening 66 at Torrey Pines 
in January when he was 
the runner-up with his sec¬ 
ond consecutive top-five 
finish. In eight tournaments 
since, he missed three cuts 
and his only finish in the top 
30 was o tie for 23th at The 
Players. 

When Duval finished his 
round, he had o shore of 
the lead — until Hanson 
sank his final putt. Hanson 
didn’t arrive in Texas until 
Tuesday otter o canceled 
fight and has also been 
bothered by a sore bock. 
Duval hasn’t led the end 
of any round on the PGA 
Tour since the fourth of 
five rounds of Las Vegas in 
2002. That was o year the 
last of his 13 PGA Tour wins 
at the 2001 British Open. 
He is playing his first Colo¬ 
nial since 2003 os o post 
champion on tour, o status 


that provides only limited 
playing opportunities. 

After his bogey on his 12th 
hole, the 528-yard third 
hole, Duval was even par 
for his round. He hod the 
long pitch on No. 5, and 
a similar shot from 43 feet 
at the par-5 seventh hole 
started his closing birdie 
stretch. He sank putts of S'A 
and 17 feet to finish. 
Jordan Spieth hod to bird¬ 
ie two of his lost three holes 
for on even-par 70 of the 
course where he mode 
the cut os on amateur at 
ages 16 and 17. 

Spieth, now 20 and the 
eighth-ranked player in 
the world, hod a double¬ 
bogey 6 otter driving into 
the water at No. 3, his 12th 
hole. With o large gallery 
following him only four 
days offer he was in the 
final group with Kaymer 
at The Players, the Mas¬ 
ters runner-up from Dallas 
hit only four of 14 fairways 
and 10 of 18 greens in reg¬ 
ulation. 

Spieth was playing in the 
some group with defend¬ 
ing Nelson chomp Song- 
Moon Boe, the South Ko¬ 
rean who hod on opening 
73. Boe had four birdies, 
two in his first three holes, 
along with five bogeys 
and o double bogey.Q 



In this Oct. 9, 2013 file photo, former New England Patriots 
NFL football player Aaron Hernandez attends a pretrial court 
hearing in superior court in Fall River, Mass. Associated Press 


Ex-NFL star 

Continued from Page 1 7 

According to Conley, the 
night of the 2012 shoot¬ 
ings unfolded when Her¬ 
nandez and on associ¬ 
ate went into the Cure 
Lounge in Boston at about 
the some time os the oth¬ 
er men. The prosecutor 
would not describe their 
encounter but said there 
was no evidence Hernan¬ 
dez knew the victims. 

After the men left, Hernan¬ 
dez followed in on SUV and 
pulled up alongside them 
os they were stopped at o 
red light in Boston’s South 
End, Conley said. 

“Aaron Hernandez fired o 
.38-caliber revolver multi¬ 
ple times from the driver’s 
side of his vehicle into the 
passenger’s side of the 
victim’s vehicle,” killing de 
Abreu and Furtodo, Con¬ 
ley said. 


The cose remained un¬ 
solved for months, but 
following Lloyd’s killing, 
Conley said, the SUV was 
found in Bristol, Connecti¬ 
cut, where Hernandez 
grew up, and the gun 
used in the double shoot¬ 
ing was recovered from o 
person with ties to Hernan¬ 
dez. Previous court docu¬ 
ments said the vehicle 
was found at the home of 
Hernandez’s uncle. 

A grand jury heard testi¬ 
mony from more than 24 
witnesses and examined 
more than 80 pieces of 
evidence before returning 
the indictments, Conley 
said. He said Hernandez’s 
notoriety played no role in 
the investigation. 
Hernandez is looking for¬ 
ward to his day in court, 
said his attorneys, Charles 
Rankin and James Sultan. 
“It is one thing to moke 
allegations at o press 
conference and another 


thing to prove them in o 
courtroom,” they said in o 
statement. 

The Patriots hod no com¬ 
ment. 

De Abreu and Furtodo 
were close friends who at¬ 
tended school and served 
in the military together in 
Cope Verde before com¬ 
ing to the United States, 
said attorney William Ken¬ 


nedy, who represents their 
families in o $6 million civil 
lawsuit against Hernan¬ 
dez. 

Hernandez’s cousin Tonya 
Singleton was charged 
with criminal contempt of 
court. She was given im¬ 
munity to testify before 
the grand jury but refused, 
Conley said. 

Singleton’s attorney, E. Pe¬ 


ter Parker, called her pros¬ 
ecution “aggressive and 
unnecessary.” He said 
Singleton, who is being 
treated for breast cancer, 
has suffered o number of 
health setbacks since be¬ 
ing jailed more than six 
months ago. 

Hernandez was expected 
to be arraigned on the 
new charges in Suffolk Su¬ 
perior Court next week. He 
is expected to be tried first 
in the Lloyd cose. 

His lawyers filed o mo¬ 
tion Thursday to dismiss 
the first-degree murder 
indictment against him in 
the Lloyd slaying, saying 
prosecutors hadn’t shown 
enough evidence to sup¬ 
port it. 

Also Thursday, o man de¬ 
scribed by prosecutors os 
Hernandez’s “right-hand 
man,” Ernest Wallace, 
pleaded not guilty to mur¬ 
der and accessory charg¬ 
es in Lloyd’s deoth.Q 
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AL Capsules 

Ortiz goes deep 
twice - again - Red 
Sox beat Twins 



Boston Red Sox’s David Ortiz, right, ceiebrates with Mike Napoii (12) after hitting a soio home run 
off Minnesofa Twins sfarfing pifcher Kevin Correia during fhe fhird inning of a basebaii game in 
Minneapoiis, Wednesday, May 14, 2014. Associafed Press 


The Associated Press 
MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — Da¬ 
vid Ortiz homered twice 
for the second straight 
game and the Boston Red 
Sox beat the Minnesota 
Twins 9-4 on Wednesday 
night. 

Big Papi went 3 for 5 with 
two RBIs, one night after 
a four-hit performance 
against his former team. 
Both of his homeruns — 
off Kevin Correia (1-5) in 
the third and Caleb Theil- 
bar in the fifth — traveled 
more than 400 feet into 
the right-field upper deck 
at Target Field, where he’s 
batting .528 (28 of 53) in 13 
career games. 

It was more than enough 
for Felix Doubront (2-3), 
who allowed a run on sev¬ 
en hits in 6 1-3 innings and 
retired nine straight at one 
point. Doubront hadn’t 
won since April 3 at Balti¬ 
more, his first start of the 
season. 

WHITE sex 4, ATHLETICS 2 
CAKLAND, Calif. (AP) — 
Jose Abreu hit a three-run 
homer in the eighth inning 
to help Chicago snap a 
four-game losing streak. 
Gordon Beckham hom¬ 
ered on the first pitch of 
the game for the White 
Sox, who rallied against 
Cakland’s bullpen to 
end a seven-game losing 
streak at the Coliseum. 
John Jaso and Josh Don¬ 
aldson hit solo homers off 
Andre Rienzo for the Ath¬ 
letics. 


Beckham and Conor Gil- 
laspie started the rally with 
one-out singles against 
Fernando Abad (0-1), and 
Abreu greeted Luke Gre- 
gerson with a no-doubt 
drive to left field for his 
15th home run of the sea¬ 
son. 

Abreu, a rookie slugger 
from Cuba, is the fourth 
player in major league his¬ 
tory to hit 15 homers in his 
first 42 games, joining Wal¬ 
ly Berger, Kevin Maas and 
Wally Joyner. 

Ronald Belisario (2-3) got 
four outs for the win and 
Matt Lindstrom pitched 
the ninth for his sixth save 
in nine chances. 

TIGERS 7, GRIGLES 5 
BALTIMGRE (AP) — Ra- 
jai Davis homered, and 
Detroit overcame a rare 
shaky performance by Jus¬ 
tin Verlander to complete 
a three-game sweep. The 
Tigers have won 12 of their 
last 15 games, including 
eight in a row on the road. 
Baltimore has lost four 
straight. 

Verlander (5-2) allowed a 
season-high five runs on six 
hits with four strikeouts and 
three walks in six innings. 
He still improved to 7-0 in 
eight outings at Camden 
Yards. But it was the first 
time in 15 games a Detroit 
starter allowed more than 
three runs. 

Davis hit his third home run 
and had two RBIs for the 
Tigers. 

Baltimore’s Nelson Cruz 


had two hits, including 
his 11th home run. Adam 
Jones went 3 for 5 with an 
RBI and extended his hit¬ 
ting streak to nine games. 
RAYS 2, MARINERS 0 
SEAHLE (AP) — Jake Gdor- 
izzi pitched one-hit ball for 
six innings, but the Tampa 
Bay Rays lost All-Star Ben 
Zobrist in a win. 

Zobrist dislocated his left 
thumb on a headfirst slide 
while trying to steal sec¬ 
ond base in the fifth. The 
valuable all-purpose play¬ 
er jammed himself into the 
bag after being tagged 
out, walked off the field 
holding his hand and later 
had his thumb adjusted 
back into place. 

Zobrist will remain with 
the team for the final four 
games of a West Coast 
road trip and be re-evalu- 
ated when the Rays return 
home. 

Odorizzi (2-3) picked up 
his first win since the open¬ 
ing week of the season. 


teaming with three reliev¬ 
ers on a combined two- 
hitter. Brandon Maurer (1- 
2) and the Seattle bullpen 
held the Rays to three hits. 
INDIANS 15, BLUE JAYS 4 
TORGNTG (AP) — Da¬ 
vid Murphy had five hits 
and five RBIs and Lonnie 
Chisenhall had five hits 
and an RBI and Cleveland 
beat Toronto. 

Corey Kluber (4-3) pitched 
seven innings to win con¬ 
secutive starts for the 
first time this season, and 
Carlos Santana and Yan 
Gomes homered as the 
Indians set season-highs 
with 22 hits and 15 runs in 
winning for the sixth time 
in eight games. 

Infielder Steve Tolleson 
came on to record the 
final out in the ninth in¬ 
ning after Gomes drilled 
a three-run homer off Neil 
Wagner. Throwing knuck- 
leballs, Tolleson faced two 
batters, giving up a dou¬ 
ble to Chisenhall before 


Mike Aviles popped out. 
Blue Jays starter Dustin Mc¬ 
Gowan (2-2) allowed four 
runs and nine hits in four- 
plus innings. He walked 
two and struck out three. 
ASTRGS 5, RANGERS 4 
HGUSTGN (AP) — Matt 
Dominguez hit an RBI sin¬ 
gle off the right-field wall in 
the ninth inning and Hous¬ 
ton won a series against 
their in-state rivals for the 
first time since 2008. 

The Astros took two of 
three after losing 15 
straight series to the Rang¬ 
ers. Houston overcame a 
four-run deficit to win. 
Dexter Fowler singled with 
one out in the ninth, Jason 
Castro drew a walk and 
Dominguez hit a long fly 
ball off Nick Martinez (0-1). 
Chad Qualls (1-1) got the 
last two outs in the ninth 
for the win. Alex Rios hit a 
solo homer, Adrian Beltre 
had three hits and Prince 
Fielder drove in two runs 
for Texas. □ 


yULS Roundup 

Union beats Sporting Kansas 
City 2-1, ends 9-match skid 


KANSAS CITY, Kansas (AP) 

— Cristian Maidana scored 
his first goal of the season 
as the Philadelphia Union 
broke a nine-match win¬ 
less streak with a 2-1 victory 
over Sporting Kansas City 
in Major League Soccer on 
Wednesday. 

Danny Cruz also scored in 
the 49th minute for Phila¬ 


delphia, which won for the 
first time since a 2-1 vic¬ 
tory over New England on 
March 15. Sporting missed 
a chance to assume the 
outright Eastern Confer¬ 
ence lead. 

Dom Dwyer scored in the 
80th minute for Sporting, 
leveling the scores at 1-1, 
but Maidana answered 


in the 81st with his game- 
winner. 

Philadelphia had to play a 
man down in second-half 
stoppage time after Cor- 
ben Bone — who had en¬ 
tered the match only sec¬ 
onds earlier — was shown 
a red card for a serious 
foul on Sporting's Jacob 
Peterson. □ 



Philadelphia Union goalkeeper Zac MacMath makes a save 
during the first half of an MLS soccer match against Sporting 
Kansas City in Kansas City, Kan., Wednesday, May 14, 2014. 

Associated Press 
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NL Capsules 

Pirates get 3 in the 9™, beat Brewers 4-1 



Pittsburgh Pirates’ Starting AAarte hits a two-run scoring doubte 
during the ninth inning of a basebatt game against the AAitwau- 
kee Brewers Wednesday, May 14, 2014, in Mitwaukee. 

Associated Press 


The Associated Press 
MILWAUKEE (AP) — Backup 
catcher Chris Stewart's sin¬ 
gle keyed a three-run burst 
in the ninth inning against 
Francisco Rodriguez and 
sent the Pittsburgh Pi¬ 
rates past Milwaukee 4-1 
Wednesday night, ending 
the Brewers’ three-game 
winning streak. 

Rodriguez (1-1) had given 
up only one run in 21 innings 
in his first 21 gomes. But the 
Pirates tagged the Milwau¬ 
kee closer for four consecu¬ 
tive hits to beat the Brewers 
for only the second time in 
nine games. 

Milwaukee managed only 
six hits and went 0 for 7 with 
runners in scoring position 
minus Carlos Gomez. The 
star center fielder dropped 
his appeal Wednesday 
and began a three-game 
suspension for his part in a 
bench-clearing fracas at 
Pittsburgh on Easter Sun¬ 
day. Stewart, making only 
his eighth start of the sea¬ 
son, singled for a 2-1 lead. 
Starling Marte, playing for 
the first time since exiting 
Saturday with tightness in 


his bock, then hit a two-run 
double. 

Tony Watson (4-0) pitched 
a scoreless eighth. Mark 
Melancon worked the 
ninth for his fifth save in six 
chances. 

MARLINS 13, DODGERS 3 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Ed Lu¬ 
cas homered for Miami dur¬ 
ing a six-run second inning 
in which second baseman 
Dee Gordon’s fielding error 
led to five unearned runs, 
and the Marlins scored an¬ 
other six runs two innings 
later. 

Anthony DeSclafani (1-0) 
allowed two runs and seven 
hits over six innings to earn 
the win in his major league 
debut. He had o single and 
drove in two runs. 

Reed Johnson hod o two- 
run homer and Jeff Mathis 
added a three-run shot 
in support of DeSclafani, 
a 24-year-old right-hand¬ 
er who was inserted into 
the rotation after Marlins 
ace Jose Fernandez was 
placed on the disabled list 
on Monday. 

Paul Maholm (1-4) was 
charged with 10 runs — five 


earned — and 11 hits in 3 
2-3 innings, raising his ERA 
from 4.71 to 5.40. 

Yasiel Puig drove in the 
Dodgers’ first run with a 
double in the fifth, extend¬ 
ing his career-best hitting 
streak to 14 games. 

GIANTS 10, BRAVES 4 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 
Hunter Pence, Michael 
Morse and Brandon Craw¬ 
ford homered to power the 
San Francisco Giants past 


Atlanta. 

Gregor Blanco stole three 
bases and scored three 
runs as the Giants con¬ 
tinued to dominate the 
matchup of NL division 
leaders. San Francisco fin¬ 
ished 5-1 against Atlanta 
this season. 

Madison Bumgarner (5-3) 
allowed four runs and five 
hits in five innings. 

Julio Teheran (2-3) lasted 
only 3 1-3 innings. He gave 


up five runs and seven hits 
in his second loss to the Gi¬ 
ants this season. 

Pence finished with four hits 
and three RBIs, Crawford 
collected three hits and 
three RBIs and Morse con¬ 
nected for his team-lead¬ 
ing ninth home run. 
NATIONALS 5, DIAMOND- 
BACKS 1 

PHOENIX (AP) — Ion Des¬ 
mond and Tyler Moore 
each lined two-run singles 
in the ninth inning to break 
open a close game, help¬ 
ing the Washington Nation¬ 
als beat Arizona. 

Nationals starter Doug Fister 
was locked into a pitcher’s 
duel with Brandon Mc¬ 
Carthy before Washington 
pulled away. 

Jayson Werth homered 
and Tyler Clippard (4-3) 
tossed one scoreless in¬ 
ning for Washington. Brad 
Ziegler (0-1) had pitched 
18 1-3 straight scoreless in¬ 
nings. In other NL games it 
was Washington 5, Arizona 
1; San Francisco 10, Atlanta 
4; Florida 13, Dodger 3; and 
Pittsburgh 4, Milwaukee 
!.□ 


Canadiens reach East finals, 
Kings-Ducks square 



Montreal Canadiens center Daniel Briere (48) celebrates Dale 
Weise’s goal against the Boston Bruins during the first period in 
Game 7 of an NHL hockey second-round playoff series in Bos¬ 
ton, Wednesday, May 14, 2014. 

Associated Press 


BOSTON (AP) — Montreal 
reached the NHL Eastern 
Conference finals with o 
3-1 win at Boston in Game 
7 on Wednesday, setting 
up o series against the New 
York Rangers. 

Meanwhile, Los Angeles 
squared its series against 
Anaheim by beating the 


Ducks 2-1, sending their 
series also to o decisive 
Game 7. 

Montreal goaltender Car¬ 
ey Price stopped 29 shots 
while Dale Weise, Max Pa- 
cioretty and Daniel Briere 
scored for the Canadiens, 
who advanced to the con¬ 
ference finals for just the 


second time since winning 
the most recent of their 
NHL-record 24 Stanley Cup 
titles in 1993. 

Jarome Iginia scored and 
Tuukka Raskmode 15 saves 
for Boston. 

The Bruins won the Stanley 
Cup in 2011 and returned 
to the finals last year, losing 
to the Chicago Blockhawks 
in six games. Boston fin¬ 
ished with the best record 
in the regular season this 
year, but its road stopped 
against the Original Six rival 
in another classic playoff 
series. 

In front of boisterous crowds 
on both sides of the border, 
the Canadiens won the 
34th playoff series between 
the two clubs — the ninth 
that went the seven-game 
distance. And, despite giv¬ 
ing up home-ice advan¬ 
tage, Montreal silenced 


the Boston fans quickly. 

Just 2:18 into the game, Bri¬ 
ere dug a pass out of the 
left corner and centered 
to Weise, who redirected 
it post Rosk. The Cana¬ 
diens made it 2-0 midway 
through the second period 
when David Desharnois 
chased down a loose puck 
to set up a 2-on-l with Pa- 
cioretty, who one-timed it 
past Rask. 

On the other side of the 
country, Trevor Lewis 
scored his fourth goal of 
this postseason to help the 
Kings edge the Ducks and 
lock their series 3-3. 
Jonathan Quick mode 
21 saves and Jake Muzzin 
scored an early goal for 
the Kings, who ended their 
three-game skid with an¬ 
other sturdy defensive ef¬ 
fort at home. 

Los Angeles improved 


to 6-1 over the past two 
seasons in playoff games 
where they needed to win 
to avoid elimination. 

Kyle Polmieri scored and 
rookie goalie John Gib¬ 
son stopped 21 shots for 
the top-seeded Ducks, 
who missed the chance to 
clinch their first trip to the 
Western Conference finals 
since 2007. 

The Kings again proved 
their postseason creden¬ 
tials. After winning the Stan¬ 
ley Cup in 2012 and return¬ 
ing to the conference finals 
last year, Los Angeles has 
shown impressive resolve 
in this postseason, hav¬ 
ing come from 0-3 down 
to stun Son Jose in the first 
round and, on Wednesday, 
stopping Anaheim’s mo¬ 
mentum from three-straight 
wins.Q 
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JEEP TOUR SAFARI... 

Drive your own jeep Wrangler or Kia Shortage, or (be a passenger) through the Country side, 
explore Aruba's secret beaches that you would never found on your own, we'll present Aruba's 
total topside history by Jeep with the island's best guides pointing out the way and stopping at the 
most iconic sites the island has to oner, such as Indians Caves, National Park, Baby beach & 
more...optional Join us for a nice Sailing & Snorkeling cruise aner your Jeep tour. 

Visit US at Casa dei Mar, Piaya Linda, Holiday inn Concierge/lobby desk/ beach huts or at our own Pelican Pier, located 
between the Holiday Inn & Piaya Linda Resort. 

For reservations call 587-2302 (Mon-Sun) Or book online at: www.pelican-aruba.com 


California Chrome made 3-5 favorite for Preakness 



BETH HARRIS 
AP Racing Writer 
BALTIMORE (AP) — Ken¬ 
tucky Derby winner Califor¬ 
nia Chrome was made the 
odds-on favorite at 3-5 on 
Wednesday for the Preak¬ 
ness Stakes, and he drew 
an inside post position in 
the 10-horse field that in¬ 
cludes a filly for the first time 
in five years. 

Trained by Art Sherman 
and ridden by Victor Espi¬ 
noza, California Chrome 
will break from the No. 3 
post, which has produced 
10 winners in the previous 
138 runnings of the race. 
“Three is fine with me,” 
Sherman said. “Most of the 
speed is on the outside of 
me. If fhey go, they go, I 
con tuck in right behind 
them without any prob¬ 
lems. I think my horse will 
perform." 

So does California 
Chrome’s co-owner Steve 
Coburn, who dared to look 
ahead. 

“One race at o time,” he 
said, “but I’m still thinking 
Triple Crown.” 

If California Chrome would 
win Saturday, next up 
would be the Belmont 
Stakes on June 7. Only 11 
horses hove swept the Der¬ 
by, Preakness and Belmont 
and none since 1978. 
California Chrome brings 
o five-race winning sfreok 
into the Preakness, hav¬ 
ing won that many by o 
combined 26 lengths. Still, 
his overwhelming odds sur¬ 
prised Sherman, o 77-year- 
old trainer who has never 
had o colt this good. 

“I never thought I’d be that 
kind of price,” he said. “I re¬ 
ally thought I’d be 6-5.” 
Speedster Social Inclusion 
was the 5-1 second choice 
of new Pimlico oddsmaker 
Keith Feustle. The colt drew 
the No. 8 post. He skipped 
the Kentucky Derby and is 
one of seven new horses 


lining up to challenge Cali¬ 
fornia Chrome on Satur¬ 
day. 

“I’m never afraid of noth¬ 
ing,” owner Ron Sanchez 
said. “We have a great 
post position. We have slow 
horses to our outside. That’s 
going to help us a lot.” 
Bayern and Ride On Cur- 
lin are the co-third choices 
at 10-1. Bayern, who drew 
the No. 5 post, is trained 
by Hall of Earner Bob Baf- 
fert, who will be seeking a 
sixth Preakness win. Rosie 
Napravnik will ride the colt, 
trying to become the first 
female jockey fo win the 
race. 

Ride On Curlin finished sev¬ 
enth in the Kentucky Derby 
two weeks ago. 

Once again. Ride On Curlin 
drew an outside post, land¬ 
ing in the No. 10 spot after 
breaking from the 19th po¬ 
sition in the Derby starting 
gate under Calvin Borel. 
This time, Joel Rosario will 
ride the colt. 

Borel has switched to filly 
Ria Antonia, who is the lon¬ 
gest shot in the field at 30-1. 
“I wish she was 50-1,” co¬ 
owner Ron Paolucci said. 
“The way she works and 
trains, she thinks she’s 3-5.” 
She will try to become the 
first filly to win the Preakness 
since Rachel Alexandra 
beat the boys in 2009. Like 
Rachel, Ria Antonia did not 
run in the Derby first. She 
finished sixfh in fhe Ken- 
fucky Oaks, held the day 
before the Derby. After the 
Oaks, Ria Antonia’s owners 
switched trainers, dumping 
Baffert for Tom Amoss. 

“I always wanted to run in 
this race,” Paolucci said. 
“My filly is a really big filly, 
she’s really solid. Coming 
back in fwo weeks gives 
her an absolufe edge. I 
know it’s really going to 
help her.” 

General a Rod is the only 
other Derby horse to try the 


Preakness. He was 11th at 
Churchill Downs. 

There is a trio of 20-1 shots 
in the field. One of them. 
Kid Cruz, is trained by Linda 
Rice, giving the Preakness 
a female trainer, jockey 


MONTECASSINO, Italy 
(AP) — Overall leader Mi¬ 
chael Matthews claimed 
his first individual victory on 
the sixth stage of the Giro 
d’ltalia on Thursday, but 
the race was marred by a 
crash which forced overall 
contender Joaquim Ro¬ 
driguez and two Katusha 
teammates to withdraw. 
The incident occurred on 
the wet road approach¬ 
ing the final climb, and in¬ 
volved several cyclisfs, but 
the Katusha riders were the 
most seriously affected. 
Rodriguez made it to the 
finish 7:43 behind Mat¬ 
thews, and Nairo Quintana 
fell behind 2:08 overall. 
Rodriguez was diagnosed 
with a broken rib and left 


and filly in fhe same race 
for the first time. 

The other 20-1 shots are 
Pablo Del Monte, who 
drew the No. 9 post, and 
Ring Weekend, who will 
break from the No. 4 spot. 


thumb, teammate Angel 
Vicioso had his right femur 
broken in three places and 
was being transported to 
Rome for surgery, and Gi- 
ampaolo Caruso had large 
bruises.“It hurts to leave the 
Giro, but there is no other 
option,” said Rodriguez, 
who already had two bro¬ 
ken ribs from the Amstel 
Gold race. “The road was 
very slippery and we were 
going 60 kph (40 mph). 
Just touching your brakes 
was enough to crash. ... 
After the crash I got back 
on my bike immediately, 
more full of aggression and 
determination, but after a 
while I clearly felt what the 
problem was, as I could not 
breathe anymore.” 


Illinois Derby winner Dy¬ 
namic Impact drew the 
No. 1 post, putting the colt 
along the rail, a spot not 
favored by most trainers 
who fear getting trapped 
inside.□ 


Rigoberto Uran, a Colom¬ 
bian who is third overall, ex¬ 
plained that the crash hap¬ 
pened right in front of the 
main pack. 

“All of fhe GC guys wenf 
down or were held up ex¬ 
cept (Cadel) Evans,” Uran 
said. “Fortunately, I only 
have a few scratches and 
a contusion on my left side, 
the elbow and hip specifi¬ 
cally. Fortunately, it is noth¬ 
ing serious.” 

Matthews won from a 
four-man breakaway, 
coming up fhe inside of 
Evans’ wheel fo take vic¬ 
tory on the Giro’s longest 
stage, a 257-kilometer 
(160-mile) route which 
ended in a climb up to 
Montecassino. □ 


Matthews wins 6th Giro stage after 
serious crash 
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Heat know the biggest 
tests are still ahead 


TIM REYNOLDS 
AP Basketball Writer 
MIAMI (AP) — When this 
core of Miami Heat players 
was assembled, the only 
stated goal was winning 
NBA titles. 

That explains why even 
getting through the first 
two rounds of these play¬ 
offs basically unscathed 


merited only a short cel¬ 
ebration. 

Miami is back in the East¬ 
ern Conference finals for 
the fourth straight season, 
awaiting either Indiana or 
Washington. The Heat got 
there by ousting the Brook¬ 
lyn Nets in five games, 
the end of that series on 
Wednesday being briefly 


accompanied by a few 
hoots and hollers in the im¬ 
mediate moments after 
the clinching 96-94 win. 
Before long, order was re¬ 
stored to the Heat locker 
room. 

Two series wins are nice, 
but they know the road 
only gets tougher from 
here. 


Parker has Grade 1 
hamstring strain 



San Antonio Spurs' Tony Parker, center, works the ball around 
Portland Trail Blazers' LaMarcus Aldridge (12) and Robin Lopez, 
right, during the first half of Game 5 of a Western Conference 
semifinal NBA basketball playoff series, Wednesday, May 14, 
2014, in San Antonio. Associated Press 


JON KRAWCZYNSKI 
AP Basketball Writer 

San Antonio Spurs point 
guard Tony Parker has a 
Grade 1 strain of his left 
hamstring, the least severe 
level of the injury, and he is 
listed as day-to-day. 

The Spurs made the an¬ 
nouncement on Thursday, 
a day off after eliminating 
the Portland Trail Blazers 
in Game 5 of the Western 
Conference semifinals. 
But Parker came in to get 
an exam of the injury that 
caused him to miss the 
entire second half of the 
clincher. Just as the Spurs 
appeared to be finding 
their playoff legs and as¬ 
serting themselves as the 
team to beat in the pow¬ 
erful Western Conference, 
Parker's gave out. He felt 
his left hamstring tighten 
early in the second quarter. 


went to the locker room to 
get it examined and only 
played briefly before call¬ 
ing it a night. 

Parker missed 14 games 
with various injuries during 
the regular season, but the 
Spurs went 11-3 in those 
games and still managed 
to post the best record in 
the NBA. Still, the prospects 
of losing Parker — the in¬ 
exhaustible throttle on the 
Spurs’ relentless engine 
— was enough to make 
a team bent on returning 
to the NBA Finals a little 
nervous after their 104-82 
victory over Portland sent 
them back to the Western 
Conference finals. 

“If we want to have a 
chance to make it to 
the Finals, we need him 
healthy,” guard Manu Gi- 
nobili said. 

Parker suffered a Grade 2 


strain of his right hamstring 
in Game 3 of the NBA Fi¬ 
nals last season against the 
Miami Heat. He didn’t miss 
a game because of it, but 
the discomfort definitely 
limited effectiveness. He 
was 9 for 35 in the last two 
games, including 3 for 12 
for 10 points in the Game 7 
loss at Miami. 

But Parker told the San An¬ 
tonio Express-News that his 
latest injury wasn’t as seri¬ 
ous as the one that both¬ 
ered him last June. 

“It’s OK; not too bad,” 
Parker told the newspaper. 
“Not as bad as the NBA 
Finals. NBA Finals was a 
Grade 2. This one is Grade 
1. So should be fine for 
Monday.” 

The Spurs will host Game 
1 of the Western Confer¬ 
ence finals on Monday if 
Oklahoma City defeats 
the Los Angeles Clippers in 
Game 6 of their series on 
Thursday. If the series goes 
the full seven games, the 
next round will open on 
Wednesday in San Anto¬ 
nio. 

The makes the Spurs' five- 
game victory over the 
young Trail Blazers even 
more important. Parker will 
have at least four days off, 
and perhaps as many as 
six, to rest and rehab his 
hamstring. 

“Luckily we have a couple 
of days,” Spurs forward 
Tim Duncan said after the 
game. “It worries us, obvi¬ 
ously. But he's been going 
hard, he's had a great se¬ 
ries thus far, and it just kind 
of caught up with him.''Q 



Miami Heat guard Dwyane Wade (3) goes to th basket against 
the Brookiyn Nets during the first haif of Game 5 of a second- 
round NBA piayoff basketball game in Miami, Wednesday, 
May 14, 2014. Associated Press 


“To be in this position four 
years in a row, this is the 
reason we came togeth¬ 
er four years ago,” Heat 
guard Dwyane Wade said. 
“We've got a lot more 
work to do but we're a 
team that doesn’t take it 
for granted. We're a team 
that worked very hard to 
get to this point, so we're 
going to go to the East¬ 
ern Conference finals and 
continue to play as hard as 
we can, and try to contin¬ 
ue to move forward.” 

The Heat are 32-7 in first- 
and second-round games 
in the last four postseasons, 
coinciding with the start of 
the “Big 3” era featuring 
LeBron James, Wade and 
Chris Bosh teaming up. 

That first year, even that 
star-studded trio wasn’t 
enough against Dallas. 
More pieces were added, 
like Shane Battier a year 
later and Ray Allen two 
years later, and they’ve 
all paid dividends since 
with the last two titles. Allen 
kept coming up big at big 
times in the Brooklyn series, 
hitting clutch free throws 
to seal Game 4, and then 
knocking down a 3-pointer 
with 32 seconds left to put 


Miami ahead for good in 
Game 5. 

“The most important thing 
is to stay in the moment,” 
Battier said. “And I don't 
there is anyone maybe 
in the history of the game 
who does it better than 
Ray Allen.” 

Added Mario Chalm¬ 
ers: “That's a great op¬ 
tion when you know you 
have the all-time great¬ 
est 3-point shooter to your 
left.” 

A year ago, the Heat 
needed seven games to 
beat Indiana in the East 
finals, then seven more to 
top San Antonio for their 
second straight NBA title. 
Thursday was a rest day for 
Miami, maybe one of the 
last ones the Heat will truly 
have before the season 
ends. 

On Friday, practice restarts 
in earnest. 

“We still have some busi¬ 
ness to take care of," 
James said. “But it's great 
to be able to put ourselves 
in position to get to where 
we want to go. We never 
shortcut the process. We 
understand that each and 
every game is going to be 
a challenge for us.”Q 
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Demonstrators march against proposed changes to net neutrality regulations outside the Federal 
Communications Commission’s headquarters in Washington, May 15, 2014. 

(Daniel Rosenbaum/The New York Times) 

Some facts about net neutrality 


Google to release 
diversity data 
about workforce 


MOUNTAIN VIEW, Calif. 
(AP) — Google is planning 
to release statistics docu¬ 
menting the diversity ot its 
workforce for the first time 
amid escalating pressure 
on the technology industry 
to hire more minorities and 
women. 

The numbers are compiled 
as part of a report that ma¬ 
jor U.S. employers must file 
with the Equal Employment 
Opportunity Commission. 
Employers, though, aren't 
required to make the infor¬ 
mation publicly available. 
Google Inc. had resisted 
previous calls for it to share 
the diversity data. 

David Drummond, an Afri¬ 
can-American executive 
who oversees Google's 
public policies, announced 
the about-face Wednes¬ 
day during the compa¬ 
ny's annual shareholders' 
meeting at its headquar¬ 
ters in Mountain '^iew. 
“Many companies in (Sili¬ 
con Valley) have been 
reluctant to divulge that 
data, including Google, 
and, quite frankly, we are 
wrong about that," Drum¬ 
mond said. He said the in¬ 
formation will be released 
next month. 

The concession came af¬ 
ter the Rev. Jesse Jackson 
appeared at the annual 
meeting to urged Google 
to lead the effort to hire 


more African-Americans, 
Latinos and women in 
technology. The longtime 
civil rights leader applaud¬ 
ed Google for its transpar¬ 
ency. 

The company employs 
nearly 50,000 people and 
typically hires thousands 
more workers each year. 
Other technology compa¬ 
nies also are expanding 
their payrolls as demand 
for their devices and online 
services steadily increases, 
but Jackson and other crit¬ 
ics contend the industry 
isn't doing enough to en¬ 
sure their workforces are as 
diverse as the rest of soci¬ 
ety. 

About 7 percent of tech 
workers are black or Latino, 
both in Silicon Valley and 
nationally. Blacks and His- 
panics make up 13.1 and 
16.9 percent of the U.S. 
population, respectively, 
according to the most re¬ 
cent Census data. 
Although lots of women 
work for tech companies, 
relatively few are in higher¬ 
paying technical or execu¬ 
tive positions. 

Drummond assured Jack- 
son that Google is com¬ 
mitted to getting more 
minorities and women into 
top tech jobs. “We are 
not doing enough and we 
can do a lot better," Drum¬ 
mond said. □ 


BREE FOWLER 
AP Technology Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — The 

Federal Communications 
Commission has taken the 
first step toward adopting 
new regulations that could 
create fast lanes for Inter¬ 
net traffic from websites 
that can afford to pay for 
the privilege. 

Thursday's recommenda¬ 
tion, passed by a 3-2, vote, 
moves the proposed rules 
governing “net neutrality" 
into a formal public com¬ 
ment period. 

After the 120-day period 
ends, the FCC will revise 
the proposal and vote on a 
final set of rules. FCC Chair¬ 
man Tom Wheeler has said 
he wants the rules in place 
by the end of this year. 

Here are some things to 
know about the proposed 
rules and net neutrality: 
WHAT THE RULES CALL FOR 
Under the proposed rules, 
Internet providers would 
be able to charge other 
companies for priority, 
high-speed, access to their 
users. A previous set of rules 
adopted in 2010 was struck 
down by an appeals court 
in January after Verizon 
challenged them. The FCC 
says the revised regulations 
now under consideration 
follow the blueprint set forth 
by that court decision. 

The commission also will 
consider the possibility of 
defining Internet service 
providers as “common car¬ 


riers,” like telephone com¬ 
panies, which are subject 
to greater regulation than 
Internet providers, under 
Title II of the Communica¬ 
tions Act of 1934. If the FCC 
adopts the common carri¬ 
er option, then Internet ser¬ 
vice providers would be re¬ 
quired to treat all traffic on 
their networks equally, just 
as telephone companies 
have had to do on their 
lines for decades. 

WHY SOME OPPOSE THE 
PROPOSED RULES 
Internet companies such 
as Netflix that do a lot of 
business online, and use a 
significant amount of data, 
don't want to have to pay 
for reliable and fast deliv¬ 
ery of online video, music 
and other content. They 
contend that's something 
consumers are already fi¬ 
nancing when they pay 
$50 to $80 per month for 
high-speed Internet service 
from companies such as 
Comcast Corp., Time War¬ 
ner Cable Inc. and Verizon 
Communications. 

Netflix released a state¬ 
ment Thursday saying that 
it is still concerned that the 
proposed approach could 
“legalize discrimination, 
harming innovation and 
punishing U.S. consumers 
with a broadband expe¬ 
rience that's worse than 
they already have.” 
Meanwhile, smaller com¬ 
panies say they can't af¬ 
ford to pay. And conserva¬ 


tives don't like the idea of 
additional regulation over 
the Internet and the com¬ 
panies that provide it. 
Advocates for an open In¬ 
ternet are outraged. Some 
protested Thursday's hear¬ 
ing, banging drums and 
holding signs calling for 
net neutrality. The Ameri¬ 
can Civil Liberties Union 
released a statement say¬ 
ing that the proposed rules 
would put individuals at the 
mercy of Internet providers, 
who would be able to de¬ 
cide what is seen and how 
fast. The ACLU saw one ray 
of hope in Thursday's de¬ 
velopments, endorsing the 
FCC's willingness to consid¬ 
er reclassifying Internet pro¬ 
viders as common carriers. 
WHAT OTHERS ARE SAYING 
The White House released 
a statement saying that 
President Barack Obama 
strongly supports net neu¬ 
trality and an open Internet. 
But it added that the FCC 
is an independent agency 
and that it will carefully re¬ 
view its proposal. 

George Foote, a partner 
at the law firm Dorsey & 
Whitney who works with the 
FCC, argues that the pro¬ 
posed rules don't threaten 
the Internet, free speech or 
capitalism. 

“Attempts to say otherwise 
are merely attempts to 
force the order into some 
self-serving narrative of 
disaster,” Foote said in a 
statement. □ 
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Dow dips to worst day in 5 weeks; bond prices jump 


KEN SWEET 
AP Markets Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Inves¬ 
tors retreated from stocks 
Thursday, leading the Dow 
Jones industrial average to 
its worst day in five weeks, 
after disappointing earn¬ 
ings from Wal-Mart and 
mixed news about the 
global economy. 

Financial markets reflect¬ 
ed broader investor jitters: 
government bonds rose, 
small-company stocks con¬ 
tinued to plunge, and safe, 
slower-growth industries 
fared the best. 

The latest economic data 
from the United States was 
mixed: Factory output fell. 
But fewer people sought 
unemployment benefits, 
evidence that hat solid hir¬ 
ing should continue. The 
news was more disappoint¬ 
ing in Europe, where the 
economy of the 18 coun¬ 
tries that share the euro 
saw output rise just 0.2 per¬ 
cent in the first quarter. 
“People are just a little bit 
nervous about the entire 


global economic environ¬ 
ment at the moment,” said 
Ryan Larson, head of U.S. 
equities at the Royal Bank 
of Canada. 

The Dow lost 167.16 points, 
or 1 percent, to 16,446.81. 
The Standard & Poor’s 500 
index fell 17.68 points, or 0.9 
percent, to 1,870.85 and 
the Nasdaq composite fell 
31.33 points, or 0.8 percent, 
to 4,069.29. 

The Dow was dragged 
down by Wal-Mart, which 
fell $1.91, or 2.4 percent, to 
$76.83. The company re¬ 
ported lower earnings for 
its most recent quarter and 
warned that the current 
one was not expected to 
be much better. 

The company, like many 
other retailers, blamed 
harsh winter weather. De¬ 
partment store operator 
Kohl’s fell after announcing 
a drop in first-quarter earn¬ 
ings. Kohl’s ended down 
$1.82, or 3.4 percent, to 
$52.21. 

One bright spot was Cisco 
Systems. The telecommuni¬ 


cations equipment maker 
jumped $1.37, or 6 percent, 
to $24.18. It was one of only 
two stocks in the Dow 30 to 
rise. Cisco reported earn¬ 
ings that were better than 
expected. 


The broader stock sell-off 
comes two days after the 
Dow and S&P 500 hit re¬ 
cord highs. 

But the bigger story of what 
happened on Wall Street 
was in the bond market. 


Bonds had their best day 
since early February, when 
measured by the Barclays 
U.S. Aggregate bond in¬ 
dex, a broad gauge of the 
entire market, from Trea- 
surys to corporate debt.Q 



Trader David Williams, right, works on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange. Investors retreat¬ 
ed from stocks Thursday, leading the Dow Jones industrial average to its worst day in five weeks, 
after disappointing earnings from Wal-Mart and mixed news about the global economy. 

(AP Photo) 


Buffett’s company discloses new Verizon investment 


JOSH FUNK 
AP Business Writer 
OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — War¬ 
ren Buffett’s company dis¬ 
closed a new investment 
of 11 million shares in Ve¬ 


rizon Communications Inc. 
Thursday and increased its 
stakes in Wal-Mart and IBM. 
Berkshire Hathaway Inc. 
revealed the changes to 
its $106 billion portfolio in 


documents filed with the 
Securities and Exchange 
Commission that show 
what company owned at 
the end of March. 

The Verizon investment 


was the only new one dis¬ 
closed. 

Berkshire bought 8.6 million 
Wal-Mart Stores Inc. shares 
to increase its investment in 
the retail giant to 58 million 
shares. Buffett has said in 
the past that he regretted 
not buying more Wal-Mart 
stock earlier when he was 
building Berkshire’s stake in 
the company. 

Berkshire also bumped up 
its IBM Corp. investment 
to 68.4 million shares by 
buying 233,100 shares in 
the quarter. Many inves¬ 
tors watch the quarterly fil¬ 
ings closely because they 
like to copy moves Buffett 
makes because of his suc¬ 
cessful record. 

Berkshire officials don’t 
routinely comment on the 
Omaha-based company’s 
stock moves beyond what 
they are legally required 
to disclose. Officials at the 
company Buffett leads as 
chairman and CEO did not 
immediately respond to a 
request for comment Thurs¬ 
day. 

Most of the latest chang¬ 


es were likely made by 
Berkshire’s two other in¬ 
vestment managers, who 
each manage about $7 
billion, because they were 
relatively small compared 
to Buffett’s typical invest¬ 
ments. But the Wal-Mart 
and IBM moves were likely 
his because of the size of 
those investments. 

Berkshire increased its in¬ 
vestment in MasterCard 
Inc. to a little over 4 mil¬ 
lion shares from its previous 
405,000 shares. 

Buffett’s company sold 
some of its shares in Gen¬ 
eral Motors Co. The car- 
maker is dealing with re¬ 
calls of several models, but 
Berkshire still held 30 million 
shares in March, down from 
40 million in December. 
Several of the changes 
revealed Thursday were 
related to television enter¬ 
tainment: 

— Berkshire boosted its 
stake in Liberty Global PLG 

— the cable company led 
by John Malone — to 14.7 
million shares from 2.9 mil¬ 
lion at the end of 2013.Q 



Berkshire Hathaway Chairman and CEO Warren Buffett talks to television journalists in Omaha, 
Neb. Buffett’s company disclosed a new investment of 11 million shares in Verizon Communica¬ 
tions Inc. Thursday and increased its stakes in Wal-Mart and IBM. 

(AP Photo/Nati Harnik) 
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US consumer prices rise by most in 10 months 


C. S. RUGABER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

Higher food and gas costs 
pushed up U.S. consumer 
prices in April by the most 
in 10 months, evidence 
that inflation is ticking up 
from very low levels. 

The consumer price index 
rose 0.3 percent last month 
after a 0.2 percent gain in 


March, the Labor Depart¬ 
ment said Thursday. Over 
the past 12 months, prices 
have increased 2 percent, 
the largest gain since July 
and matching the Federal 
Reserve’s inflation target. 
Excluding the volatile food 
and energy categories, 
core prices rose 0.2 per¬ 
cent in April and have risen 
1.8 percent in the past 12 


months. 

Food prices jumped 0.4 
percent for the third 
straight month, driven by 
the largest increase in the 
cost of meat in 10 years. 
Gas prices rose 2.3 per¬ 
cent, the first increase in 
four months. 

The cost of fruits, vegeta¬ 
bles and dairy products 
also rose. A drought in Cali¬ 


fornia and an excessively 
cold winter in the Midwest 
have pushed up food pric¬ 
es this year. 

Prices in other sectors also 
rose. Rents increased 0.3 
percent last month, and 
the prices of new and used 
cars rose. Air fares jumped 
2.6 percent in April, the 
most in more than four 
years. The cost of clothes. 


furniture and haircuts were 
unchanged. 

The mild increases follow 
two years of very low infla¬ 
tion. Consumer prices rose 
just 1.5 percent in 2013, 
down from 1.8 percent 
in 2012. And on Wednes¬ 
day, the government said 
the producer price index 
jumped in April by the most 
in 19 months. □ 


Bad weather cools Wal-Mart In IQ, outlook weak 


MAE ANDERSON 
AP Retail Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Wal- 
Mart’s first-quarter net in¬ 
come fell 5 percent as bad 
winter weather and finan¬ 
cial struggles kept custom¬ 
ers from spending at the 
world’s largest retailer. 

The company’s shares fell 
nearly 2 percent as Wal- 
Mart reported results that 
missed Wall Street’s expec¬ 
tations for the third time 
in five quarters and gave 
a weak second-quarter 
earnings forecast. 

The results underscore the 
big challenges facing Wal- 
Mart’s new CEO, Doug Mc- 
Millon, who took over the 
top role on Feb. 1. The re¬ 
tailer is considered an eco¬ 
nomic bellwether, with the 
company accounting for 
nearly 10 percent of non¬ 
automotive retail spending 
in the U.S. 

Wal-Mart’s latest perfor¬ 
mance appears to show 
that many people are hav¬ 
ing a hard time stretching 
their money between pay- 
checks. 

For the period ended April 
30, the Bentonville, Ar¬ 


kansas, company earned 
$3.59 billion, or $1.11 per 
share. That compares with 
$3.78 billion, or $1.14 per 
share, a year ago. 
Wal-Mart Stores Inc. said 
that bad weather hurt 
earnings by about 3 cents 
per share. Its performance 
was also dinged by a high- 
er-than-expected tax rate. 
Income from continuing 
operations was $1.10 per 
share. Analysts, on aver¬ 
age, expected earnings of 
$1.15 per share, according 
to a FactSet survey. 

“Like other retailers in the 
United States, the unsea¬ 
sonably cold and disrup¬ 
tive weather negatively 
impacted U.S. sales and 
drove operating expenses 
higher than expected," 
McMillon said in a state¬ 
ment. 

Not only did weather af¬ 
fect store traffic, it disrupt¬ 
ed the supply chain, slow¬ 
ing production and back¬ 
ing up trucking transporta¬ 
tion around the country, 
the company said. 

But Wal-Mart has been 
suffering from weak sales 
in the U.S. for some time. 


Sales at U.S. stores open 
at least a year dipped 0.2 
percent in the quarter, the 
fifth consecutive quarter 
of decline the metric, con¬ 
sidered a key gauge of a 
retailer’s financial perfor¬ 
mance. Analysts had been 
expecting the measure to 
be flat. 


In the U.S., while jobs are 
easier to get and the hous¬ 
ing market is gaining mo¬ 
mentum, these improve¬ 
ments have not been 
enough to get Americans 
to spend. On top of that. 


the Nov. 1 expiration of a 
temporary boost in food 
stamps is hurting its shop¬ 
pers’ ability to spend. 
“Traffic continues to be 
negative, despite invest¬ 
ments in price, TV market¬ 
ing, and social market¬ 
ing," said Belus Capital 
Advisors analyst Brian Sozzi. 


“Walmart’s traffic troubles 
are part related to weath¬ 
er in the first quarter, but 
also very reflective in how 
people are now shopping 
(online) and the company 
not being able to full play 


in that trend." 

Total revenue rose 1 per¬ 
cent to $114.96 billion. Wall 
Street was calling for higher 
revenue of $116.43 billion. 
The stronger dollar hurt rev¬ 
enue by about $1.6 billion. 
Excluding that, revenue 
would have risen 2 per¬ 
cent. 

McMillon said in a prere¬ 
corded call that U.S. sales 
rose during the second 
half of the quarter, but 
that Sam’s Club had low- 
er-than-expected sales. 
While membership income 
climbed, McMillon said it 
was mostly because of a 
fee increase started last 
year. Total U.S. revenue 
rose 2 percent to $67.85 
billion. Wal-Mart Interna¬ 
tional’s sales rose 3.4 per¬ 
cent in the quarter, on a 
constant currency basis. 
Wal-Mart, which has 10,994 
stores in 27 countries, is fac¬ 
ing stiff completion from 
dollar chains and online 
king Amazon.com. 
Wal-Mart has been sharp¬ 
ening its focus on every¬ 
day low prices at U.S. stores 
and further pushing that 
strategy abroad.Q 



A worker pushes shopping carts in front of a Waimart store in 
La Habra, Caiif. Wai-Mart Stores Inc. reported mixed quarterly 
results on Thursday, May 15, 2014. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong) 


American factory output retreats after 2 up months 


PAUL WISEMAN 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. 
factory output took a 
breather in April after two 
months of strong growth, 
as manufacturers pro¬ 
duced less furniture, ma¬ 
chinery and plastics. 

The Federal Reserve said 
Thursday that factory pro¬ 
duction fell 0.4 percent 
from the previous month 
after rising a revised 0.7 
percent in March and 
1.5 percent in February. 
Manufacturing output has 


risen a solid 2.9 percent 
over the past year. 

The decline appears to be 
a temporary setback that 
doesn’t have economists 
too worried. 

“We are not concerned 
by the drop in industrial 
production, because 
it was likely a one-time 
event" given healthy sig¬ 
nals from other recent 
measures of manufactur¬ 
ing, said economists at 
Deutsche Bank Securities 
in a note to clients. 

The Institute for Supply 


Management, a group 
of purchasing manag¬ 
ers, has reported that 
U.S. manufacturing grew 
faster in April than March. 
Its manufacturing index 
rose to 54.9 last month 
from 53.7 in March as ex¬ 
ports rose and factories 
stepped up hiring. Any 
reading above 50 signals 
growth. 

The Commerce Depart¬ 
ment has said orders to 
U.S. factories for long-last¬ 
ing manufactured goods 
showed decent gains in 


February and March. 
Overall industrial output, 
which includes manufac¬ 
turing, mining and utilities, 
fell 0.6 percent in April, the 
Fed said. Output at utili¬ 
ties plunged 5.3 percent; 
households used less heat 
as temperatures rose. 

The drop in manufactur¬ 
ing output was more trou¬ 
bling, though economists 
say it probably just means 
factories eased back a bit 
after robust gains in Febru¬ 
ary and March. 
“Manufacturing was sur¬ 


prisingly weak, although 
the decline follows a strong 
finish” to the first quarter, 
said Jim O'Sullivan, chief 
U.S. economist at High 
Frequency Economics. 

The economy is picking up 
momentum after stalling 
during the nasty winter. 
The economy expanded 
at an annual pace of 0.1 
percent from January 
through March. Econo¬ 
mists expect the pace to 
pick up to 3 percent or 
faster this quarter and for 
the rest of the year.Q 
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Bellyache; 

whine 
5 Enjoy 
Rollerblades 
10 High point 

14 Aware of the 
shenanigans of 

15 Relative by 
marriage 

16 _to rest; 
buried 

17 Keats’works 

18 Forceful; 
persuasive 

20 Sever 

21 Triangular sails 

22 “A Taste of 
Herb Alpert hit 

23 Young horses 

25 Plato’s “T” 

26 Like a spare 
tire around 
one’s middle 

28 Court clown 

31 Early guitars 

32 Money, slangily 
34 Juicy Fruit or 

Bazooka 

36 Sore 

37 Absorbent cloth 

38 Gray wolf 

39 Dessert choice 

40 Detroit team 

41 FoytorUnser 

42 Sleeper's 
visions 

44 Loathe 

45 Appropriate 

46 Hayes or Hunt 

47 Bit of parsley 

50 Simple 

51 “...hallowed be 
_ name...” 

54 Crest or Aim 

57 Region 

58 Too 

59 Higher berth 

60 Thailand, once 

61 Lager 

62 Lovers’ meeting 

63 Skits 

DOWN 

1 Doofus 

2 Disassemble 

3 Ari, to Caroline 

4 Distress letters 



Created by Jacqueline E. Mathews 5/1G/14 


Thursday’s Puzzle Solved 



5 Large Italian 
island 

6 Drawer handles 

7 Charity 

8 Touch lightly 

9 Female sheep 

10 _ effort; full- 
scale attempt 

11 Abel’s brother 

12 Belonging to 
me 

13 Not relaxed 

19 _apso; small, 
long-haired dog 

21 Pokes 

24 Toe the line 

25 TV’s “To _ the 
Truth” 

26 Part of a book 
jacket 

27 Thinking and 
talking clearly 

28 Montana and 
Mantegna 

29 Conceited 

30 Bumpkins 

32 Cow sounds 

33 Possess 

35 Comedian Sahl 

37 Magazine title 


38 Tardy 

40 Giggle 

41 Depend 

43 Newspaper 
bigwig 

44 Abandon 

46 Abhors 

47 Take a _ at; 
try to do 


48 Warsaw native 

49 Stood up 

50 Catch sight of 

52 Warmth 

53 Sweet 
potatoes 

55 _ in; insert 

56 Mar.’s follower 

57 Happy _ clam 
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NBA Replay Controversies Could Lead to a Review 


BILLY WITZ 

© 2014 New York Times 
LOS ANGELES - Los Ange¬ 
les Clippers forward Matt 
Barnes was parked in front 
of the television at home 
Wednesday night, watch¬ 
ing the end of the Brook¬ 
lyn Nets-Miami Heat game 
while his twin 5-year-old 
boys busied themselves 
wrestling. 

As Barnes watched the final 
seconds unfold, he could 
not quite believe what he 
was seeing. Again. 

The night before, in Okla¬ 
homa City, Barnes had 
whacked the Thunder’s 
Reggie Jackson on the 
forearm, and Jackson lost 
the ball out of bounds with 
13 seconds to play. The of¬ 
ficials did not call a foul, 
but ruled it was Oklahoma 
City’s ball. 

After they looked at video 
replays, they did not over¬ 
turn the call - to the surprise 
of much of the TV audi¬ 
ence, many in the arena 
and everyone on the Clip¬ 
pers’ bench. 

The ruling, along with sev¬ 
eral crucial Clippers mis¬ 
takes, played a pivotal role 
in Oklahoma City’s 105-104 
victory, which gave the 
Thunder a 3-2 lead in the 
series. 

It also prompted a diatribe 
against the officials from 
Clippers coach Doc Rivers, 
for which the NBA fined 
him $25,000 on Thursday. 
Barnes watched a similar 
situation unfold in Miami 
on Wednesday night. LeB- 
ron James cracked Paul 
Pierce on the arm in the 
final seconds of a close 
game, knocking the ball 
loose and out of bounds. 
Officials ruled it was the 
Nets’ ball and did not re¬ 
verse the call, even after 
they watched replays that 
seemed to show that the 
ball went off Pierce. 

“I almost tweeted," said 
Barnes, who was fined ear¬ 
lier this season for a pro¬ 
fane outburst on Twitter. 
“But I just went and wres¬ 
tled with my twins.” 

If Miami had not hung on 
for the 96-94 victory, there 
might have been the same 
kind of outrage from the 
Heat as there had been 
from the Clippers. 

The two incidents are the 
latest in the playoffs that 


have thrown a spotlight on 
what officials are allowed 
to review. 

“My sense is where we’ll 
probably end up is giving 
the officials some more dis¬ 
cretion of what they can 
look at when they’re over 
there,” said Rod Thorn, the 
NBA’s president for bas¬ 
ketball operations, repeat¬ 
ing remarks Commissioner 
Adam Silver made last 
month. “Everybody can 
see something that looks 
like a foul but the official, 
because he was restricted 
from applying his judg¬ 
ment.” 

As it stands, there are 14 cri¬ 
teria, or “triggers,” that an 
officiating crew can use to 
review a play, like whether 
a player’s feet are behind 
the 3-point line or whether 
a shot is out of a player’s 
hand before the buzzer. 
Some plays fall out of their 
purview. In Atlanta’s first- 
round series with Indiana, 


the Hawks’ Jeff Teague 
hit a running, off-balance 
3-pointer just before the 
shot clock expired, a cru¬ 
cial blow in the Hawks’ 
Game 3 win. The officials 
reviewed the play to con¬ 
firm that Teague had beat¬ 
en the shot clock and had 
both feet behind the line, 
which he did. 

What they could not 
do anything about was 
Teague’s stepping out of 
bounds before he released 
the shot. 

In a Clippers loss to Golden 
State in their first-round se¬ 
ries opener, Chris Paul lost 
the ball out of bounds as 
he was bumped by the 
Warriors’ Draymond Green. 
The referee ruled that it was 
the Clippers’ ball, perhaps 
a way of acknowledging 
the contact without pun¬ 
ishing Golden State with 
two fouls shots for Paul. But 
when the officials went to 
replay, they overturned the 


call because the ball had 
clearly last touched Paul. 
The next day. Thorn said in 
a statement that the offi¬ 
cials used replay correctly 
but erred in not calling a 
foul on Green. 

It was being on the wrong 
end of both calls that infuri¬ 
ated Rivers. 

Asked during his news con¬ 
ference Tuesday night if he 
had any ideas to improve 
the system. Rivers said: “The 
answer is get it right. That’s 
the only answer. Some¬ 
times, it’s hard. 

It can go either way. Then 
what can you do? But 
when it’s that clear, the an¬ 
swer is get it right.” 

Rivers’ voice will be heard 
the next time the league’s 
competition committee 
meets, which is expected 
to be in July. He is one of 
three coaches on the com¬ 
mittee, along with Rick Car¬ 
lisle of Dallas and Monty 
Williams of New Orleans. □ 
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APWEBTISING IN THE BRORA TOPAY ! 


AVISO@BONDIA.COM 



PROPERTY LAND 
FOR SALE 

93.250 M2 in Catashi Sta. Cruz 
Price: U$15.= / m2 
Call: 735-7525 

201929 


FOR SALE by owner 
Condo in Tierra del Sol 

first floor facing Golf Course 
3 bdr move in condition 
Fully Furnished with new 
furniture and appliances 
Call in USA 203-526-9329 or 
203 722 5647 

201910 

TIMESHARE FOR SALE 
by owner Divi Aruba 

Studios or one bedroom units 
may 15 to dec. 13, also can be 
used at Barbados, Bonaire, St. 
Croix, St Martin. Rentals 
considered. 

e-mail rmwjmw@aol.com or 
US 508 651 0016 

201937 

TIMESHARE FOR SALE 
by owner Aruba Beach Club 

Superior room wk 19, may 10 to 
17 rm 157,2 queen beds sleeps 
4, full kitchen, $2350 also 
weeks 26, 32,40 for sale 
e-mail rmwjmw@aol.com or 
US 508 651 0016 

201937 


DOCTOR 
^ON DUTY 

It* Oranjestad 

,^^rrYagua-Fingal 


EMERGENCIA 



POLIS 

100 

POLIS 

581-1100 

ORANJESTAD 

582-4000 

NOORD 

587-0009 

STA. CRUZ 

585-4710 

SAVANETA 

584-7000 

SAN NICOLAS 

584-5000 

FIRE DEPT 

115 

FIRE DEPT 

582-1108 

POLIS TIPLINE 

11141 

HOSPITAL 

527-4000 

AMBULANCE 

582-1234 

SAN NICOLAS 


AMBULANCE 

584-5050 

PHARMACY 

O'STAD: Eagle Tel: 587-9011 

S. NiCOLAS:Centro Medico Tel: 584-5794 

INFORMATION 

118 

SETAR 

582-2116 

TAXI 

582-5900 

TAXI-TAS 

587-5900 

PROF. TAXI 

588-0035 

TAXI D.T.S. 

587-2300 

SERVICE ARUBA 

583-3232 


CRUISESHIP 


May 19 

Monarch 


Aruba Aiport 
American Airline 
Avianca 
Dutch Antilles 
Insel Air 
Jet Blue 
Spirit Airlines 
Tiara Air 
Venezolana 


524-2424 

582-2700 

588-0059 

588-1900 

588-9314 

588-2244 

582- 7117 
588-4272 

583- 7674 


FOUNDATION 
FELLOWSHIP CLINIC 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

FUNDACION 

Anti-Droga 

Aruba 

(FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

FUNDACION 

Respetami 

Teh 582-4433 _ 

Diabetic Foundation 
Arubano 

Teh 583-3808 _ 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel: 583-8989 


Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Teh 583-p_45/5^6-_6976 

Women in Difficulties 

Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 

Bloodbank Aruba 
Tel: 587-0002 
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U.S. survey: 23% of bee colonies died this winter 


SETH BORENSTEIN 
AP Science Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Near¬ 
ly one out of four American 
honeybee colonies died 
this winter — o loss that’s 
not quite os bod os recent 
years, soys o new U.S. De¬ 
partment of Agriculture 
survey of beekeepers. 
Under siege from para¬ 
sites, disease, pesticide 
use, nutrition problems 
and o mysterious sudden 
die-off, 23 percent of bee 
colonies failed and experts 
say that's considerably less 
than the previous year or 
the eight-year average of 
30 percent losses. 

“It’s better news than it 
could have been,” said 
Dennis van Engelsdorp, a 
University of Maryland en¬ 
tomology professor who 
led the survey. “It’s not 
good news.” 

Before a parasitic mite — 
just one of a handful of 
problems attacking the 
crucial-for-pollination hon¬ 
eybees — started killing 
bees in 1987, beekeepers 
would be embarrassed if 
they lost more than 5 or 10 
percent of their colonies 
over the winter. 

Now they see a 23 percent 
loss as a bit of a break, said 
survey co-author Jeff Pet¬ 
tis, USDA’s bee research 
chief. 

“It’s encouraging that if 
anything it’s not a steady 
downward trend,” said 
University of Illinois ento¬ 
mology professor May 
Berenbaum, who wasn’t 
part of the survey of 7,200 
beekeepers. 

David Mendes, a North Fort 
Myers beekeeper and past 



This undated handout photo provided by the Agriculture Department shows the deadly parasitic 
Varroa mite on the back of this honey bee is one of many insect pests that sugar esters may be 
useful in controlling. 

Associated Press 


den die-off, called colony 
collapse disorder, but that 
has gone away the past 
few years, they said. 

Pettis and van Engelsdorp 
said now the problem 
seems to be a combination 
of parasitic varroa mites, a 
relatively new class of pes¬ 
ticides, and poor nutrition 
because there’s a lack of 
diversity in crops where 
they get their pollen. 
Honeybees pollinate more 
than 90 of the world’s flow¬ 
ering crops, including ap¬ 
ples, nuts, broccoli, squash, 
citrus fruit, berries and mel¬ 
ons. 

It’s getting to the point 
where many beekeepers 
can’t keep afloat, van En¬ 
gelsdorp, Pettis and bee¬ 
keeper Mendes said. 

“It’s a really wild ride,” 
Mendes said. “It’s not a 
whole lot of fun.”Q 


Jupiter’s Great Red Spot 
shrinking before our eyes 


This undated composite handout image provided by NASA, 
token by the Hubble Space Telescope, shows the planet Jupiter 
and the The Great Red Spot in 2014, left; in 1995, top right; 2009, 
center right; and 2014, bottom right. 

Associated Press 


president of the American 
Beekeeping Federation, 
thinks the numbers are 
lower than reality. His losses 
were around 30 percent, 
he said. 

And then earlier this year 
there was a massive die¬ 
off in the California almond 
fields, where “probably 
100,000 hives got nailed,” 
he added. 

The experts aren’t cer¬ 
tain why this year wasn’t 
as bad as previous years. 
Maybe 2012-2013 was so 
bad that beekeepers had 
to try harder to keep bees 
alive and baby their hives 
more, Pettis said. 

There’s no one reason for 
the losses, Pettis and others 
said. 

Several years ago they 
were surprised by a sud- 


SETH BORENSTEIN 
AP Science Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

Jupiter’s Great Red Spot 
seems to be on a cosmic 
diet, shrinking rapidly 
before our eyes. 
Astronomers using the 
Hubble Space Telescope 
calculate that the spot, a 
giant long-lasting storm, 
is narrowing by about 580 
miles a year, much faster 
than before. 

In the late 1800s the red 
spot was an oval 25,500 
miles (41,000 kilometers) 
wide. Now it’s a circle 
that’s 10,250 miles (16,500 
kilometers) across. 

Michael Wong, a scientist 
at the University of 
California, Berkeley, said 
the spot is a mystery. 
Astronomers don’t know 


why it’s red or shrinking, or 
what will happen next. If 
this pace continues, in 17 
years the spot could be 
gone. Or it could stop at a 


smaller size. 

Wong said one theory is the 
spot eats smaller storms, 
and that it is consuming 
fewer of them. □ 
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Jon Hamm goes wholesome as a sports agent in ‘Arm’ 


JESSICA HERNDON 
AP Film Writer 

LAS VEGAS (AP) — To por¬ 
tray J.B. Bernstein, the sports 
agent behind the signing 
of the first two Indian Major 
Leaguers, Jon Hamm had 
to act like a noble guy in 
Disney’s based-on-a-true- 
story “Million Dollar Arm,” 
instead of the cutthroat ad 
exec he embodies on TV’s 
“Mad Men.” 

“I’ve played Don Draper 
enough,” said Hamm dur¬ 
ing an interview earlier this 
spring in Las Vegas while 
promoting the film. “I get 
a lot of scripts that are a 
version of Don Draper. But I 
wanted to play something 
that had heart.” 

That’s not to say he isn’t 
going to miss playing the 
notorious TV character. The 
Matthew Weiner-created 
series is now in its final sea¬ 
son. 

“It’s going to be difficult to 
say goodbye,” says Hamm. 
“It’s going to be emotional. 
For most of us it’s been ca¬ 
reer-defining.” 

After playing Don Draper 
for seven seasons, Hamm 
says he still doesn’t know 
how he’d like to see his 
character’s story con¬ 
clude. “I think there’s two 
answers: one for Don and 
one for the show,” he says. 
“I think I’m too close to it to 


really say what would sat¬ 
isfy me.” 

When “Mad Men” wraps 
next year, Hamm says he’d 
be open to signing on to 
another series. For now, 
though, he’s focusing on 
film — mostly of the family- 
focused variety. Next he’ll 
voice a character in 2015’s 
animated “The Minions,” 
a spin-off to Universal Pic¬ 
tures’ “Despicable Me” 
franchise. 

“I’m happy fo be involved 
in somefhing fhaf my 
friends can take their kids 
to,” says Hamm, who ad¬ 
mits he’s not sure what a 
film like “Million Dollar Arm” 
will do for his career. “Well, I 
hope it doesn’t kill it,” jokes 
the 43-year-old actor. 
“When you find out that 
someone like him is going 
to play you in a movie, it 
blows you away because 
everyone in Hollywood 
is trying to get him into a 
part,” said Bernstein in a 
phone interview. “The fact 
that he related to the jour¬ 
ney that I went through 
was a big honor.” 

In “Million Dollar Arm,” 
sports agent Bernstein’s 
career is slipping, so he 
cooks up a plan to travel 
to India to find a pair of 
cricket players and turn 
them into Major League 
pitchers. After finding his 


throwers, Bernstein moves 
them to the United States 
to train. It takes a little push 
from the agent’s neighbor 
— and eventual love inter¬ 
est — Brenda (Lake Bell) for 
Bernstein to learn to strat- 
egize with his heart rather 
than his wallet. 

Indian actors Suraj Sharma 
(“Life of Pi”) and Madhur 
Mittal (“Slumdog Million¬ 
aire”) portray ball players 
Rinku Singh and Dinesh 
Patel, respectively. Both 
signed contracts with the 
Pittsburgh Pirates and Patel 
was hired as a production 
assistant on “Million Dollar 
Arm” to teach Sharma and 
Mittal how to pitch. 

Disney pursued Hamm for 
the role of Bernstein, but 
when the actor first ar¬ 
rived in Los Angeles from 
St. Louis in 1995, no studio 
was pursuing him and he 
struggled to find work. He 
took a couple small parts 
on shows like “Ally McBeal” 
and “CSI: Miami” before 
he landed the role in "Mad 
Men” after auditioning for 
the part seven times. 

“The knock on me was that 
I wasn’t sexy enough to 
play this character,” says 
Hamm. “But Matt (Weiner) 
fought very hard for me 
and I will always owe him 
for that.” 

Now a bona fide sex sym- 


Carrie Fisher mostiy quiet 
on ‘Star Wars’ sequel 



This April 7, 2011 file photo shows Carrie Fisher at the 2011 
NewNowNext Awards in Los Angeles. Associated Press 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Carrie 
Fisher is excited about her 
“Star Wars” return, even if 
she can’t say much about 
it. 

The 57-year-old actress 
said she would “get in 
trouble” for discussing 
“Star Wars: Episode VII.” 
Fisher appeared at a party 
Wednesday celebrating 
her mother, Debbie Reyn¬ 
olds, whose collection of 
Hollywood memorabilia is 
up for auction this week¬ 
end. 

Production begins this 
month on Disney’s “Star 
Wars” film by director J.J. 
Abrams. Fisher said it’s 
“trippy” to make a sequel 
35 years later. Fisher’s last 
Millennium Falcon voyage 


was 1983’s “Return of the 
Jedi.” 

The original Princess Leia 
did reveal that she was 


asked to lose weight for 
her upcoming role, saying 
“they hired me minus 35 
pounds (15 kilograms).”□ 



This Sunday, April 13, 2014 photo shows J. B. Bernstein, left, 
posing with actor Jon Hamm who plays him in the film “AAillion 
Dollar Arm,” in Los Angeles. Associated Press 


bol, Hamm has tough com¬ 
petition when it comes to 
leading roles. “I have to 
compete against Christian 
Bale, Brad Cooper . fill in 
the blank,” he says. “When¬ 
ever you move up into a 
different echelon, it comes 
with a lot of benefits, but 
then you have to compete 
against these guys.” 

But Hamm acknowledges 
he’s been fortunate to 


have a “side career” con¬ 
sisting of comedic roles in 
films like “Bridesmaids” and 
comedy series like “Parks 
and Recreation.” 

“I’ve been accepted into 
the group of weirdoes,” he 
adds. “Part of being Don 
Draper is that you have a 
lot of currency in that dra¬ 
matic side of things, but I 
hope to be able to bounce 
back and forth.”□ 


Foo Fighters to 
show making of 
album on HBO series 


NEW YORK (AP) — The 

Foo Fighters are headed 
to the small screen. The 
rock band said Thursday it 
will show the making of its 
new album in a series on 
HBO. The series will feature 
the group recording one 
song in eight cities, includ¬ 
ing Chicago, Los Angeles 
and New York. The show 
and album will premiere 
in the fall. Bandleader 
Dave Grohl will direct the 
series. He received critical 
acclaim last year for his 
directorial debut, the mu¬ 
sic documentary “Sound 
City.” The Foo Fighters re¬ 
corded tracks for its eighth 
album in Austin, Texas; 
Nashville, Tennessee; Se¬ 
attle; New Orleans; and 
Washington, D.C. A news 
release says the songs will 



This Jan. 9, 2013 file photo 
shows musician Dave Grohl 
poses for a portrait at 606 
Sound in Los Angeies. 

Associated Press 

include “local legends.” 
The new album is the fol¬ 
low-up to 2011’s “Wast¬ 
ing Light,” which won five 
Grammys in 2012, includ¬ 
ing besf rock album.Q 
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Oprah Winfrey helps Barbara Walters say farewell 



This image released by ABC shows, Oprah Winfrey, right, em¬ 
bracing Barbara Walters during a taping of Walters' final co-host 
appearance on “The View,” Thursday, May 15,2014 in New York. 

Associated Press 


FRAZIER MOORE 
AP Television Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Oprah 
Winfrey and former Sec- 
refary of Stafe Hillary Rod¬ 
ham Clinton surprised Bar¬ 
bara Walters on Thursday 
as the legendary news- 
woman taped her final 
edition of “The View” to 
end a five-decade career 
on television. 

Actor Michael Douglas, 
a longtime friend and fre¬ 
quent subject for Walters’ 
interviews, also dropped 
by for the tribute, which 
airs Friday on ABC at 11 
a.m. EDT. 

Looking smart in a cream- 
colored blazer and a black 
skirt, the 84-year-old Wal¬ 
ters was presiding over a 
studio audience of friends, 
colleagues and fans on 
hand to witness a bit of his¬ 
tory. 

Although she will retain a 
behind-the-scenes role as 
executive producer of the 
talk show she created 17 
years ago, she is ending 
her daily on-air involve¬ 
ment, while limiting ABC 
News appearances to the 
occasional story or inter¬ 


view. 

“I can’t believe this day 
has come, and I can't be¬ 
lieve it's for real,” Clinton 
told Walters, who began 
her career on NBC’s “To¬ 
day” in 1962, then came 
to ABC in 1976, where her 
many duties ranged from 
co-anchoring “20/20” to 
hosting scores of specials 
as well as “The View.” 
Typically, Walters couldn’t 
let Clinton get away with¬ 


out fielding the question on 
so many minds: Is she run¬ 
ning for president in 2016? 

“I am running,” smiled Clin¬ 
ton. “Around the park.” 

A bit later, Douglas brought 
the subject up again with 
Walters. 

“If Hillary runs,” he said, “I 
bet you’d be a great vice 
president.” 

Some of the best moments 
happened during com¬ 
mercial breaks, never to be 


seen by viewers. Then audi¬ 
ence members could snap 
photos and interact with 
Walters and her co-pan- 
elists (Whoopi Goldberg, 
Sherri Shepherd and Jenny 
McCarthy). 

At one point Walters, spying 
the New York Knicks’ J.R. 
Smith in the stands, broke 
up the room by telling him 
that, now, with retirement, 
“I just want you to know I’m 
buying the Clippers.” 

The audience erupted at 
the sight of Winfrey, who 
told Walters, “You're the 
reason I wanted to be in 
television.” 

“You shattered the glass 
ceiling for so many wom¬ 
en,” said Winfrey, who then 
brought on a startling pa¬ 
rade of them, some two 
dozen prominent on-air 
women including Diane 
Sawyer, Katie Couric, Robin 
Roberts, Gayle King, Con¬ 
nie Chung and Joan Lun- 
den. 

“You are my legacy,” Wal¬ 
ters, visibly moved, said 
to them as they crowded 
around her onstage. 

The hour had its comic 
twist: In a pre-taped seg¬ 


ment, Walters (who, after 
all, has interviewed every¬ 
body else) lobbed some 
questions at herself, in the 
person of former “Saturday 
Night Live” player Cheri 
Oteri doing a spot-on Wal¬ 
ters imitation. 

Barbara asked faux-Barba- 
ra what she plans to do in 
retirement, drawing the re¬ 
sponse that she means to 
do some things she never 
had time for in the past. For 
example: “I'd like to get a 
Costco card.” 

Walters brought the hour 
to a close with a heartfelt 
statement looking back 
with amazement on her 
career, 

then signing off with a 
pledge to “take a deep 
breath and enjoy my 
‘View.’” 

But a more telling moment 
took place during a break, 
as the throng of women 
she had paved the way for 
posed with her for a group 
portrait. It was a remark¬ 
able tableau. 

“I have to remember this 
on the bad days,” Walters 
said quietly, “because this 
is the best.”Q 



St. Louis Rams seventh-round drott pick Michael Sam listens to 
a question during a news conterence at the NFL tootball team’s 
practice facility Tuesday, May 13, 2014, in St. Louis. 

Associated Press 

Oprah’s network 
plans series on 
NFL’s Michael Sam 


Rush Limbaugh wins 
children’s book award 



This May 14, 2012 file photo shows conservative commentator 
Rush Limbaugh speaking during a ceremony inducting him into 
the Hall of Famous Missourians in the state Capitol in Jefferson 
City, Mo. 


NEW YORK (AP) — The 

Oprah Winfrey Network 
soys it plans to produce o 
documentary series follow¬ 
ing the life of Michael Sam, 
the first openly gay player 
drafted by on NFL team. 
The series will take an up- 
close look at the man re¬ 
cently drafted by the St. 
Louis Rams in a ground¬ 


breaking moment in profes¬ 
sional sports. Gameras will 
follow the former University 
of Missouri football player 
os he works to earn a spot 
on the Roms while under a 
media microscope. 

Sam says he hopes his story 
can lead others to accept 
who they are and go for 
their dreams. □ 


HILLEL ITALIE 
AP National Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Rush 
Limbaugh has won a chil¬ 
dren's book prize designed 
to be chosen by kids them¬ 
selves. 

But that doesn’t mean all 
of his voters were young 
people. 


Associated Press 

On Wednesday night, Lim¬ 
baugh received the Chil¬ 
dren’s Choice Book Award 
for author of the year, de¬ 
feating such superstars as 
Veranica Rath, Rick Rior- 
dan and “Diary of a Wimpy 
Kid” writer Jeff Kinney, the 
winner in 2012 and 2013. 
The conservative commen¬ 


tator won for “Rush Revere 
and the Brave Pilgrims,” a 
baak that landed on the 
best-seller lists of Amazon, 
com and ather autlets de¬ 
spite limited mainstream 
coverage. 

Nominees for best author 
are determined by how 
many copies their books 
sell, while the winners are 
supposedly picked by kids, 
who vote online. But exec¬ 
utive director Robin Adel- 
son of the Children’s Book 
Council and Every Child a 
Reader, nanprofit argani- 
zatians that co-founded 
the awards seven years 
aga, acknowledged Thurs¬ 
day that adults could eas¬ 
ily vote and vote multiple 
times, a problem not un¬ 
common for Internet com¬ 
petitions. 

“Every one of our final¬ 
ists gets fake votes every 
year,”. □ 














THE NEW YORK TIMES m 


Science VS Taxes 



JOE NOCERA 
© 2014 New York Times 

In the United States, most of 
the controversy over Pfizer’s 
$101 billion bid for AstraZeneca 
has been about the potential 
tax consequences. Pfizer pays 
about 27 percent of its income 
in corporate taxes. But if it were 
to succeed in taking over its 
British rival - and so for, at least, 
AstraZeneca has shown zero 
interest in the idea - it would be 
able to conduct o maneuver 
called “inversion,” becoming 
o British company and paying 
the British corporate tax rote 
of 20 percent. It would also be 
able to access cosh that resides 
overseas, which would be taxed 
at the U.S. rate of 35 percent 
if it were repatriated into this 
country. 

As I discovered during a recent 
trip to London, however, taxes 
ore low on the list of issues for the 
Brits. Instead, Britain is primarily 
worried about whether Pfizer, 
with its reputation for ruthless 
cost-cutting, will cut the heart 
out of AstraZeneca’s multibillion- 
dollor annual reseorch-ond- 
development budget and, in so 
doing, diminish Britain’s standing 
os o scientific powerhouse. 

The alarms hove been sounded 
in editorial pages, by politicians, 
and by leading British scientists. 
When the top executives of the 
two companies appear before 
Parliament over the next two 
days, tough questions about 
science, not taxes, ore the ones 
they ore most likely to be asked. 
In truth, scientific innovation 
probably won’t be affected 
whether or not Pfizer takes over 
AstraZeneca. The story of Big 
Pharma since the golden age 
of the 1990s - the so-called 
blockbuster era, in which one 
billion-dollor drug after another 
come to market - has been o 
struggle for relevance. “They’ve 
picked oil the low hanging fruit,” 
said Barry Werth, the author of 
“The Antidote,” o book about 
what he colls “new pharma,” the 
small biotech companies that 
hove sprung up in places like 
Cambridge, Massachusetts, and 
Cambridge, England. 

As the blockbusters lost their 
patent protection - allowing the 
cheaper generics to kick in - the 
big pharmaceutical companies 
have had enormous difficulties 
replacing their pipeline of drugs 
through R&D alone. Instead, they 
have taken to either buying each 
other, or partnering with the more 
innovative biotech companies, 
offering the one thing they still 


hove: major marketing muscle. 
Take Pfizer, which over the post 
14 years has acquired Warner- 
Lambert, Pharmacia and Wyeth. 
Before Pfizer took over Wyeth 
in 2009, according to John 
LaMattina, who writes about Big 
Pharma for Forbes.com, the two 
companies spent around $13 
billion in combined research and 
development. Lost year, Pfizer 
spent $6.55 billion. “Effectively, 
Pfizer eliminated 50 percent of 
what the individual organizations 
had spent five years earlier,” 
LaMattina wrote recently. 

Has this cutback slowed down 
innovation? It has not. But 
innovation is being driven by 
a different kind of company. 
The sequencing of the human 
genome has opened up entirely 
new areas of research and 
entirely new kinds of medicine. 
For instance, scientists can use 
biomarkers to target disease 
population subsets. “Even in 
oncology, we are getting at such 
a betterunderstanding, itisalmost 
like a lock in a key,” said Mark 
Schoenebaum, head of health 
care research for International 
Strategy and Investment. The 
hottest area in cancer drugs 
right now is something called 
immuno-oncology. AstraZeneca 
has a foothold in that area, as do 
Bristol-Myers Squibb and others. 
How did they get there? In part, 
by buying smaller companies. 

Big Pharma is hardly going to 
disappear. But it is unlikely to 
be the cradle of innovation 
again. AstraZeneca has a better 
pipeline than Pfizer, but British 
science will do just fine no matter 
how this battle plays out. 
American science will, too. 

A note to readers: 

My April 29 column, titled “Buffett 
Bites Back,” was based on a 
faulty premise. Having written 
a previous column criticizing 
Warren Buffett for abstaining 
from voting against Coca-Cola’s 
equity compensation plan even 
though he said it was excessive, 

I picked up on an interview that 
was posted April 28 by Fortune 
magazine. In the introduction to 
the interview, the Fortune writer, 
Stephen Gandel, mentioned the 
“wave of criticism” that had been 
unleashed by Buffett’s decision. 
He specifically mentioned my 
column. 

That’s why I assumed that the 
interview had taken place 
days after my first column was 
published, and why I chose the 
headline “Buffett Bites Back” for 
my next column. But he wasn’t 
biting back. In fact, Gandel 
conducted his interview April 23, 
the day of the Coca-Cola annual 
meeting - and before I had even 
written my previous column. In 
that same introduction, Gandel 
also wrote that Buffett had 
defended himself to Fortune 
“shortly after the Coke vote.” 
Inexplicably, I didn’t pick up on 
that. 

Although The Times published 
a strong correction, Margaret 
Sullivan, the public editor, wrote 
that she didn’t think it went far 
enough because my column 
was “so intrinsically flawed.” 
Upon reflection, I agree with her. 

I sincerely regret the error. □ 



The Problem With Confidence 



DAVID BROOKS 
© 2014 New York Times 

The current issue of The Atlantic 
carries a fascinating summary of 
“The Confidence Code” by Katty 
Kay and Claire Shipman. The 
essay runs through the evidence 
suggesting that women tend to 
have too little self-confidence. 
When asked how well they did 
on tests, women tend to estimate 
that they got fewer answers 
correct than they actually did. 
In one British study, a business 
school professor asked students 
how much they would deserve to 
earn five years after graduation. 
The women’s estimates were 20 
percent lower than the men’s. 

It’s interesting to read the 
evidence as a guy, especially if 
you’re a self-aggrandizing pundit 
who covers politics and public 
life. I almost never see problems 
caused by underconfidence, 
but I see (and create) problems 
related to overconfidence every 
day. 

Much of the recent 
psychological research also 
suggests that overconfidence is 
our main cognitive problem, not 
the reverse. Daniel Kahneman’s 
book “Thinking, Fast and 
Slow” describes an exhaustive 
collection of experiments 
demonstrating how often people 
come to conclusions confidently 
and wrongly. When asked to 
estimate if more murders happen 
in Detroit or in Michigan, most 
people give higher estimates 
for Detroit even though every 
murder in Detroit also happens in 


Michigan. 

Dan Ariely’s work shows how 
consistently we overpraise our 
virtues and rationalize our faults 
so we can think too highly of 
ourselves. Most of us call ourselves 
honest. But, in fact, most people 
regularly cheat in small ways, 
when the situation is right. 

So my first reaction when reading 
of female underconfidence is not 
simply that this is a problem. It’s 
to ask, how can we inject more 
of this self-doubt and self-policing 
into the wider culture. How con 
each of us get o better mixture of 
“female” self-doubt and “mole” 
self-assertion? 

But my second reaction is 
to notice that people ore 
phenomenally terrible at 
estimating their own self-worth. 
Some Americans seem to value 
themselves ridiculously too little 
while others value themselves 
ridiculously too highly. 

The self-help books try to boost 
the “confidence” port of self- 
confidence, but the real problem 
is the “self” port. The self, os writers 
hove noticed for centuries, is 
on unstable, fickle, vain and 
variable thing. Hundreds of 
years ago, David Hume noticed 
that when he tried to enter into 
what he called his most intimate 
self, he always stumbled on 
some particular perception or 
another. He never could catch 
himself without o perception of 
something else, and he never 
could see himself, only the 
perception. 

When you try to come up with 
o feeling for self-confidence, 
you ore trying to peer into o 
myriad of ever-changing mental 
systems, most of them below 
the level of awareness. Instead 
of coming up with o real thing, 
which con reliably be called 
self-confidence, you’re just 
conjuring on abstraction. In the 
very act of trying to think about 
self-confidence, your vanity is 
creating this ego that is unstable 
and ethereal, and is thus painfully 
fragile, defensive, boasting and 
sensitive to sleights. 

If you wont to talk about 
something real, it’s probably o 


mistake to use o suspect concept 
like self-confidence, which is self- 
oriented. It’s probably o better 
idea to think about competence, 
which is task-oriented. If you ask, 
“Am I competent?” at least you 
ore measuring yourself according 
to the standards of o specific 
domain. 

The person with the self- 
confidence mindsetstorts thinking 
about his own intrinsic state. The 
person who sees herself os the 
instrument for performing o task 
thinks about some external thing 
that needs doing. The person with 
the confidence mindset is like the 
painfully self-conscious person at 
o dinner party who asks, “How 
am I coming across?” The person 
with on instrumentalist mindset is 
serving o croft and asks “What 
does this specific job require?” 
The person with o confidence 
mindset is told “Believe in 
yourself.” This arouses oil sorts of 
historical prejudices and social 
stereotypes. The person with on 
instrumentalist mindset is told 
“Look accurately at what you 
hove done.” 

One of the hard things in life is 
learning to ask questions that 
you con actually answer. For 
example, if you ore thinking 
about taking o job, it’s probably 
foolish to ask, “What future 
opportunities will this lead to?” 
You can’t know. It’s probably 
better to ask, “Will going to this 
workplace be rewarding day to 
day?” which is more concrete. 
If you ore getting married, 
it’s probably foolish to ask on 
unknowable question like, “Will 
this person moke me happy for 
50 years?” It’s probably smarter 
to ask, “Is this person admirable 
enough that I wont to live my life 
os on offering to them?” You con 
at least glimpse another’s habits 
here and now. 

Similarly, if you start thinking about 
your self-confidence, you will just 
be inventing o self-referential 
story. It’s probably easier to go 
through life focusing on what 
specifically needs doing, rooted 
in o set of external obligations 
and criteria and thus quieting the 
seIf.G 
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Questlove, of the Roots, presents songs from their new album, and then you shoot your cousin,” at the Public Theater in New York, May 13, 2014. The album is a 
brief, bleak collection of songs haunted by the desperate, self-destructive cycles of poverty and by thoughts of death and God. 

(Ruby Washington/The New York Times) 

A Haunting History Lesson With Your Hip-Hop 


JON PARELES 

© 2014 New York Times 
News 

NEW YORK - Conundrum, 
provocation, history les¬ 
son, ritual, chamber recital, 
jazz concert, elegy - the 
Roots’ pertormance at the 
Public Theater on Tuesday 
night was decidedly not a 
standard kickoff for a hip- 
hop album. That was clear 
when, near the beginning 
of the show, balloon ani¬ 
mals were dropped onto 
the stage, covering it knee- 
deep; for the rest of the per¬ 
formance, each entrance 
and exit was accompa¬ 
nied by balloons popping 
underfoot like gunshots. 
Dozens of nooses also hung 
overhead. 

The Roots are to release 
their nth album, "... and 


then you shoot your cous¬ 
in" (Def Jam), next week. 
It's a brief, bleak collection 
of songs haunted by the 
desperate, self-destructive 
cycles of poverty and by 
thoughts of death and 
God. The music draws on 
gospel, soul, chamber mu¬ 
sic, electronic noise and 
free jazz, along with brittle 
hip-hop samples. Songs 
from the album were heard 
Tuesday night primarily as 
recordings from the disc- 
jockey setup - laptop and 
turntables - of the Roots’ 
leader, Questlove (Ah- 
mir Thompson). The Roots’ 
main rapper. Black Thought 
(Tarik Trotter), delivered po¬ 
etic monologues instead, 
including one that tele¬ 
scoped African-American 
history from slavery to the 


present. 

Questlove has thought 
deeply and broadly about 
black culture. He remains 
idealistic about the poten¬ 
tial role of hip-hop, even 
as much current hip-hop 
endorses shallow material¬ 
ism, and he determinedly 
places the Roots’ hip-hop 
in the lineage of forward- 
looking, socially conscious 
black music; the concert 
also featured recordings of 
Albert Ayler, James Brown, 
Nina Simone and Abbey 
Lincoln. 

The musicians weren’t the 
same Roots band seen reg¬ 
ularly on NBC’s “Tonight" 
show with Jimmy Fallon. 
They included the Metrop¬ 
olis Ensemble - conductor 
Andrew Cyr, a string quar¬ 
tet and four singers - and 


jazz pianist D.D. Jackson, 
who wrote dramatic, som¬ 
berly dissonant arrange¬ 
ments for the ensemble. 
Jackson also hurled crash¬ 
ing free-jazz clusters and 
tremolos in a duet with 
Questlove on drums. Jer¬ 
emy Ellis tapped out some 
two-handed workouts from 
a sampler, and near the 
beginning of the concert, 
there was a primordial 
drone from Craig Harris on 
didgeridoo, joined by the 
percussive vocals of Rah- 
zel, a pioneering beatbox- 
er. Two male dancers also 
appeared, break dancing 
amid the balloons. 

It was a miscellany of grim 
tidings and stubborn deter¬ 
mination, of sounds both 
earthy and avant-garde, 
of bitter realities and elec¬ 


tronic hallucinations. Songs 
from the album concluded 
with “Tomorrow,” a reso¬ 
lutely optimistic tune with 
the recorded voice of Ra- 
heem DeVaughn declar¬ 
ing himself “thankful to be 
alive.” 

The Roots followed it with 
words from a Sun Ra re¬ 
cording - “If you’re not a 
myth, whose reality are 
you?” (and vice versa) - 
and then the kind of finale 
that might be expected 
from a Roots concert; the 
appearance of the band’s 
lead guitarist. Captain Kirk 
Douglas, to wail and shred 
through a climactic version 
of Funkadelic’s “Maggot 
Brain.” This performance 
wasn’t the rollout of a con¬ 
sumer product; it was join¬ 
ing a cultural continuum.Q 









